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The District UMW Annual Celebration is always a 
highlight of the year for your District team.  We enjoy 
celebrating the mission, ministries, and accomplish-

ments of all the local UMW units and groups.  The 2018 
Annual Celebration was a wonderful experience, made so 
by the contributions of our host unit, our guest speakers, 
musicians, and dancers, and the 100+ people who attended.  

In reflection, these are some of the things your District 
UMW team particularly remembered about the event.

• The hospitality of the Sunnyvale First UMW was  
wonderful. 

• The enthusiasm of the Valley Faith UMW was inspiring.  
I wish we could all show that excitement about being a 
part of UMW!

• Delightful, nourishing music led by Jo Neish. 
• The beautiful Tongan and Filipino dances were a reminder of our diversity, 

and made me think about where my families were from.
• The generosity of the United Methodist Women with all the suitcases they 

donated to Peacock Acres.
• Workshop leader Rev. Dr. Charles Tinsley was a fantastic speaker, really 

bringing us all into his reality.
• Welcoming our new District UMW officers, who were installed by our  

Conference UMW President Marlene Ward.
• Saying goodbye to the District UMW officers who are moving into leadership 

roles in their new districts.

Above: Valley 
Faith UMW 

shared a Filipino 
folk dance, 

Ragragsakan 
(“merriment”), 

balancing baskets 
on their heads

Right: Jo Niesh 
led our music, 

assisted by 
Conference UMW 
President Marlene 

Ward.  They 
were surrounded 

by some of the 
suitcases donated 

for teens at 
Peacock Acres.

The Power of BOLD:
Justice  

with 
Compassion

Far right: Tongan 
dancers shared a 

traditional  
“tau-olunga.”
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Saying Goodbye and Welcome  
at the same time!
Over the last few years at El Camino Real District UMW, we have been blessed 
to have a number of wonderful, talented, mission-oriented women on our team, who 
are now moving on.  Some were at the end of their term, and some were in a District 
other than El Camino Real when the UMW changed to five Districts instead of four.  
We are sorry to see them go for whatever reason, and I know we will remain friends 
and see them at UMW events around the Conference.  

We thank Karen Ray, 
Sharon Davis, Dee 

Anne Paron, and 
Melesa Taumoepeau 

(not pictured) for 
their ministry with 

El Camino Real 
UMW, and wish them 

blessings in their 
future endeavors.

The women leaving our 
team at the end of December 
2018 are:

Dee Anne Paron- Committee on Nominations member 
Karen Ray- Secretary
Melesa Taumoepeau – Membership, Nurture and Outreach 
Sharon Davis- Treasurer

We are excited though that we have new members to fill the openings left by these 
ladies.  They are coming with new gifts, a new perspective and new ideas to give to 
our Mission with Women, Children and Youth.  We are so grateful that God keeps 
bringing us faithful women who want to contribute to United Methodist Women.

Our newest members will be starting their tenure on January 1, 2019 so it will be 
a Happy New Year for all of us.  Those women are:

Carolyn Bircher – Secretary of Program Resources 
Carolyn Lamcke - Membership Nurture and Outreach  
Debbie Ow - Treasurer
Kat Teraji - Committee on Nominations member 
Suzanne Dougan - Secretary

We still are actively searching for two more members of the Committee on Nomi-
nations, as well as an Education and Interpretation Coordinator.  Please contact Betty 
Dickey or any member of our team if you would like to explore what opportunities 
being a member of District UMW team would offer you.

2019 distriCt team

PRESIDENT: K STONE

VICE PRESIDENT: LYNN HERMOSO

TREASURER: DEBBIE OW 

SECRETARY: SUZANNE DOUGAN

SECRETARY OF PROGRAM RESOURCES:  
CAROLYN BIRCHER

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR, 
WEBSITE EDITOR: WANDA GARRETT

 MISSION COORDINATORS

SPIRITUAL GROWTH: SANDRA NESHEIM

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH: 
CAROLYN LAMCKE

SOCIAL ACTION: KATHERINE KIM

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION: 
(OPEN)

 COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

CHAIRPERSON: BETTY SPENCER DICKEY
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Elizabeth Antolin
Kat Teraji
(open)

To contact any District Team member, send an 
email to <communication@elcaminorealumw.
org>. Please include on the subject line, the 
Team member to whom your message should 
be directed.
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Dear Sisters,
I trust each of you had a wonderful Thanksgiving day!  

I’m grateful for so much, family, friends, the falling of the rain and United 
Methodist Women!

• So many are active and involved with our PurPOse: 
• To be a community of women 
• To know God 
• To develop a creative and supportive fellowship
• To expand concepts of mission

I look forward to 2019, when we intend to continue our path of spiritual 
growth, leadership, education, growth and working for justice through service 
and advocacy.  Suitcases for women, children & youth in transition; stopping the 
school to prison pipeline and each of us as immigrants....where will our passions 
take us???

As Gandhi once said, “Be the change you want to see in the world.”  

Blend your voice with ours, build relationships across all differences and 
make mission possible.  

I invite you and your sisters to join us. 

Treasurer 
sharon davis

ADMINISTRATION AND 
MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
BUDGET 2019
District Weekend Retreat ................$ 5,000
	 	 (all	officers	+	scholarships)
Mission u ...........................................3,500
	 	 (all	officers	+	scholarships)
District Executive Team Expense ......2,000
Annual Celebration ............................1,050
Connect & Learn...................................750
Newsletter.............................................550
Audit .....................................................500
Special Mission Recognition/ 

Memorial ................................150
Total ..............................................$ 13,500
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Notes            .from the President

K Stone, President
UMW, El Camino Real District

as my time draws tO a clOse as 
your Treasurer, I think about all the 
friendships I have made.  I hope we will 
continue to see each other at Conference 
UMW events.  

I will still be accepting your  
Remittance checks until December 31, 
2018.  I will have to submit my reports  
to the UMW National office early in 
January, so any checks after December 
31 will be applied to 2019.  Starting 
January 1, 2019 all checks should be sent 
to Debbie Ow, your new El Camino Real 
District UMW Treasurer.  As before, all 
checks should be made payable to El 
Camino Real District UMW.  
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by Wanda Garrett , CommuniCations Coordinator

It doesn’t happen often that the Conference UMW 
Annual Celebration happens in our own District, so 
your District UMW team was excited to be able to 

by bonnie home, aLmaden hiLLs umC

The Campbell UMC sanctuary was filled with 
166 women (and a few men) who came from 
as far away as Sparks, Nevada, in the north and 

Fresno, California, to the south.  When the four 
District banner were carried in by their District 
Presidents, we said “goodbye” to the Bridges 
District’s charming banner.  It will be replaced 
by future banners for the new Los Rios District 
and the new Bay District. 

Our beautiful 37-page program book was 
packed with useful information and calendar of 
events, plus contact lists for all of the Conference 

and District officers.  Four pages listed Social Justice 
projects completed by various districts – good ideas 
for the rest of us.  For example, this year the UMW 
opposed legislation allowing bars to stay open until  
4 a.m., supported net neutrality, and engaged in a letter 
writing campaign urging Chevron to limit the emissions 
of pollutants in the atmosphere.

For our special music, the Fijian choir sang,  
appropriately enough, about celebration and the  
“ringing of bells.” 

The Campbell UMW modeled for us how lunch could 
be served with washable glass plates, plastic tumblers, 
and cloth napkins.  So green!

During the snacks and lunch break we could 
browse the program resources, the silent auction, 
and the “Mission Market.”  Several people went 
home with nice purchases and prizes.

Campbell’s pastor, Rev. Ouk-Yean Kim Jueng, 
thanked the United Methodist Church for founding 
churches in her native land of Korea which led her 
to become a minister.  At the close of the day, she 
led us in a music-filled communion service.  The 
day’s offering for National Mission Giving totaled 
$2,399.  As we walked through the church patio, 
heading for our cars, the Fijian choir surprised 
us with an enthusiastic farewell song, sending us 
happily on our way.

California Nevada Annual Conference UMW 

Annual Celebration 2018
Your District UMW Team’s Highlights

Legacy: Harvesting with the Holy Spirit
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest”  ~ Galations 6:9 

Conference UMW 
Annual Celebration 

keynote speaker 
Shannon Priddy 

(center) with 
District UMW team 

members Wanda 
Garrett, Lynn 

Hermoso, Debbie 
Ow, and Sandra 

Nesheim. (Charles 
Wesley made a 

cameo appearance 
between Lynn and 

Shannon.)

attend and participate.  Here are some of our highlights 
of the October 20, 2018 event.

• Campbell UMW were exceptional hostesses,  
providing good food and snacks, and showing how 
to “be green” serving it.

• Singing, worshipping, and praying with all the 
other amazing Methodist women was energizing.

• The Fijian choir was heavenly.
• Workshops were informative and inspiring.
• Our Conference leaders and keynote speaker were 

open to questions, and provided helpful, honest 
answers.

• National UMW President Shannon Priddy was 
wonderful, inspiring, energetic, authentic.

Conference UMW 
President Marlene 
Ward

The Fijian choir sang of celebration.
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by bonnie home, aLmaden hiLLs umC

Keynote speaker Shannon Priddy suggested 
this thought from the story of Esther ~ 
“Perhaps you were born for just such a time 

as this!”
Shannon Priddy, our fresh-faced 

National UMW President, arrived 
from Indianapolis in October with her 
colorful “Legacy 150” scarf around 
her neck, and many a story to tell.  
Shannon encouraged us to tell our own 
stories to people we meet for the first 
time.  It is astonishing how quickly we 
will discover mutual interests, mutual 

backgrounds, and even mutual acquaintances, and these 
strangers will be strangers no more.

Shannon’s mother invited her to “Mission u” six 
times before she finally agreed to go. Shannon urges us 
to find that young, 20-something woman who wants to 
be mentored and comforted by one of us. Young women 
today are starved for community; if they don’t find it 

with us, 
they will 
seek  
support
else-
where.

In July 
Shannon
and her 
mother 
traveled

to Korea for the World Methodist Council in Seoul.  It 
was the hottest summer in years!  Their hosts took them 
to an English-language worship service, and then on a 
tour of Ewha University founded in 1886 by American 
missionary Mary Scranton.  The students there knew the 
history of their school, and thanked Shannon warmly 
for her visit.  United Methodist Women have made huge 
differences all around the world, and Shannon’s partici-
pation in the Council meeting continues that tradition.

She advised that you are a leader in your own  
community, whether you have an official title or not. But 
there is no need to be a one-woman show, doing all of 
the work yourself. Invite others to help with your project, 
especially the inexperienced ones who have never been 
involved before.  When you are a powerhouse group 
(your own “posse” or “gang”), you are golden!  Jesus 
didn’t work alone, and neither should you.

Shannon’s job allows her to work remotely, away 
from the office.  Do some of your UMW work remotely.  
Cell phones are everywhere.  Third world countries 
skipped over the process of stringing telephone wires 
and went directly to cell phones.  So can we.

As a UMW member you speak for the marginalized, 
a voice for the voiceless.  You hear their voices “calling 
in the night.”  Make “UMW Sunday” an important day 
on your church’s calendar, and let your congregation 
know what an impact UMW is making in this world.  
Celebrate the weekend of March 23, 2019, which is the 
150th anniversary of UMW.  Don’t let that opportu-
nity get away from you! There has never been a more 
important time to stand up and be counted.  Celebrate, 
celebrate, celebrate!

The “love of money” may be a bad thing, but rais-
ing money for the work and future of UMW 
is good. National UMW’s Legacy Fund  
endowment is crucial.  Establishing this fund 
now ensures that our work will continue 
after we are gone.

Shannon’s visit was a delight. She 
engaged us in one-on-one conversations, 
listened attentively, and posed for “selfies.”  
It was invigorating to spend a bit of time 
with her.  Yay, Shannon!

Legacy: Harvesting with the Holy Spirit

Keynote speaker Shannon Priddy
President, United Methodist Women

Keynote speaker 
Shannon Priddy 
with Beulah Grant 
Chairperson 
Judith Malika.
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bonnie home, aLmaden hiLLs umC

Keynote speaker Pastor Robin Mathews- 
Johnson asked, “If you were to participate in 
the Olympics, which Olympic medal would 

you want – silver or bronze?”   She referenced 
Kent Crockett’s book, “I Once Was Blind But 
Now I Squint,” in which he says that the bronze 
medalists are the happiest because they are thrilled 
to have won a medal at all.  The silver medalists 
often feel like losers because they didn’t win the 
gold.  It’s how you perceive what happens to you 
that counts.

Robin read from Hebrews 13– “Let brotherly 
love continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares.”

Robin is a member of the Bishop’s Immigration 
Task Force of the California-Nevada Conference.  As 
Christians and United Methodists, we are called to love 
the stranger in our midst and treat that stranger as we 

The Power of BOLD: Justice with Compassion
El Camino Real District Celebration – October 27, 2018

by Wanda Garrett, CommuniCations Coordinator

Our workshop on “What can WE do to  
support immigration and human rights” was 
led by Pastor Robin Mathews-Johnson, of the  
Immigration Task Force of California-Nevada 
United Methodist Church. 

Robin described how Church World  
Service has an office in Sacramento, under the 
name Opening Doors, which provides services 
to newly arrived refugees, immigrants, and 
“SIVs”, helping them integrate into local  
communities, find jobs, and learn the skills 
needed to support their new life in the 
United States.  SIVs are those with a Special  
Immigrant Visa, typically Iraqi and Afghan  
translators and interpreters who worked  

would our own family.  Hebrews 13 remembers Jesus saying, 
“I will never leave you.”  We will not be doing this work alone.  
This is sacred work to which we are being called.  As the hymn 
says, “Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary.”  

Truly, we may not recognize the stranger for who that person 
really is.  Charlie Chaplin once entered a Charlie Chaplin look-
alike contest.  He came in 6th, not recognized for who he was.  

Robin told the story of Methodist Deaconess Kathryn 
Maurer.  Beginning in 1912, Maurer took the ferry every day 
to the Angel Island Immigration Center in San Francisco to 
greet immigrants, mostly from China, and help them adjust. 
Herself an immigrant and the youngest of nine children, she 
was a social worker who made sure the needs of the new  
arrivals, some of whom were detained for years, were met. For 
40 years she greeted them with a smile, brought the families 
food and medical care, taught them English, and wrote letters 
and appeals on their behalf.  She became known as “The Angel 
of Angel Island,” for her hospitality to strangers.

You may think that the District invited you to the October 
Celebration, said Robin, but God does the inviting here.  

directly with the US Armed Forces or at U.S. Embassy  
Baghdad or Kabul.

She then focused the conversation even more specifically, 
“What can we do to support refugees who are being resettled 
by Church World Service?”  We recognized that while most 
of us are not physically able to volunteer in the Sacramento 
area to support the CWS refugees, there are things we can do 
in our home areas.  Here are some of the ideas generated by 
the group (in no particular order).
• Be part of English-as-Second-Language or English  

Literacy program. A daytime program can be attended 
by grandparents, seniors, and stay-at-home parents who 
otherwise would not connect with the English language. 
Examples: Good Samaritan UMC, Valley Faith UMC.

• Adopt families for Christmas (selected by Office of Migrant  
Education of the local School District or by Salvation  
Army).  Gifts can include gift cards so they can select what 

THE POWER OF BOLDEl Camino Real District 

Annual Celebration 2018

Workshop: 
What can we do to support immigration justice? 

Pastor Robin Mathews-Johnson, Keynote 
Speaker for District UMW Annual Celebration
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Christmas is approaching fast, and the New Year is 
quick on its heels.

How about a New Years Resolution added to your 
Church to-do list?  

Want to plan a United Methodist Women fieldtrip up to 
the beautiful, “I left my heart” city, San Francisco, 
by the Bay?

How about going on a UMW Sisterhood of the Travel-
ing Mug adventure?  

Let’s combine our GO GREEN incentive by bringing 
our own coffee to-go container.  There’s a Starbucks 
on every corner.  We surely won’t be going thirsty.

Holiday Open House * January 17, 2019
Mary Elizabeth Inn is opening their doors on January 
17, 2019, for their Holiday Open House.  Come join 
in the festivities and explore MEI, one of our United 
Methodist Women National Missions, located in our 
own back yard up in bustling San Francisco. 

Let’s make a resolution together!  Let’s commit 
to supporting Mary Elizabeth Inn with fervor and  
zealousness in 2019.  Once again, MEI will be setting 
out to provide their residents at both locations, Mary 
Elizabeth Inn and Verona House, the much needed 
services our sisters utilize to help prepare their lives 

as they transition from home-
lessness  to stable surroundings.  
Let us continue to unite as UMW 
and help lift up, share in the love, 
and spread the Good News.  

Start spreading the news about 
this gathering among your United 
Methodist Women’s group and be 
on the look out for more details.  

If you would like more info, 
send email to <vicepres@
elcaminorealumw.org>.

by sandra nesheim, mission Coordinator for spirituaL GroWth

This workshop was about three transition programs:  Peacock 
Acres, for boys and teens of both genders, and Mary Eliza-
beth Inn and Gum Moon Women’s Residence, which are both  

programs for adult women. 
How can we help people in these programs?  
Peacock Acres would like people to mentor the teens about life 

skills, and for some of them, parenting skills. 
Peacock Acres needs “launch boxes” to be donated.  These are boxes 

filled with dishes, eating utensils, pans, and linens, to help teens aging 
out of the foster system establish their own homes. 

Hopefully United Methodist Women can find similar agencies in 
their own counties to help.

Through the generosity of Annual Celebration attendees, thirty-
five suitcases were donated to Peacock Acres.   These will be used by 
teens transitioning from one situation to another to do so with dignity.

they need.  Example: Gilroy UMC.
• Offer “no questions asked” meals.  Some churches have programs at 

schools, and some churches (e.g. Morgan Hill UMC) have weeknight 
hot meal programs with food provided by Martha’s Kitchen.

• The church can host a Senior Nutrition Center that’s run by the city.  
Example:  Sunnyvale First UMC.  Note that Beulah Grants can help 
with setting up this type of program.

• Host an afterschool homework help center at a church.  Example:  
Hope UMC (South San Francisco) offers this type of program, and 
works with the local school to identify kids who would benefit from 
the program.

• Working with Lions Club, host free flu shots and diabetes advice at 
church. 

• Smaller groups can pair up with other churches to have more  
effective programs.

Learn more about Opening Doors, Inc.:  <www.openingdoorsinc.org/> 
Learn more about Church World Service:  <www/cwsglobal.org/> 

Workshop: 
What can we do to support women 
& youth in transition?

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors

1040 Bush Street 
San Francisco

Mary Elizabeth InnTHE POWER OF BOLD

Holiday Open House
January 17, 2019

5pm - 7pm

Get more info about:
Peacock Acres <peacockacres.org>
Mary Elizabeth Inn <meinn.org>
Gum Moon <gummoon.org>
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El Camino Real District 

Annual Celebration 2018

by bonnie home, aLmaden hiLLs umC

Charles Tinsley arrived just in the nick of time 
for his afternoon talk, having spent the previous 
day taking former Juvenile Hall inmates to tour 

Butte College in Oroville, in preparation 
for their admission to the school.  “These 
are good kids, he said, “but I have to sleep 
with one eye open on these trips anyway.”  
This was his 125th college tour, and over the 
years he has sent hundreds to college and 
with his wife’s assistance has even reared 
dozens and dozens in his own home.   When 
he retires from the Contra Costa Juvenile 
Hall, he will continue his “Getting Out Of 
Dodge” program, which takes boys away 
from their toxic neighborhoods and from 
the people who are bad influences on them 
and introduces them to the possibility of 
earning a college degree. (He has suddenly 

noticed what the initials of his program spell – G. O. D.)  
Recently he met a woman who admires his program, 
and may be able to do the same thing for the girls in 
Juvenile Hall.

Rev. Tinsley enjoyed serving as a campus minister 
for a few years, but as those jobs were phased out by 
the colleges, he found himself at San Francisco’s Cam-
eron House.  The House had programs for immigrant 
Asian girls.  But the staff members and the girls were 
frightened when new Cambodian and Vietnamese gangs 
suddenly showed up on their steps, wanting to meet 
the girls.  Neighboring businesses complained, too, so 
Rev. Tinsley sat down on the sidewalk with those boys 
and told them that if they wanted to meet the girls, they 
had to stop smoking, stop chewing gum, stop spitting, 
and stop swearing.  They had to pull up their pants so 
their underwear didn’t show and come inside to form a 
program of their own.  The boys named their program 
“Just Us.”  (Does that sound like “Justice”?)

He found working with teenage boys to be very 
difficult – “They are the hardest substance in nature.”  
He really preferred to work with older students, but 
God called him to work at Juvenile Hall.  He says 
that juvenile facilities, by their very nature, take away 
these kids’ humanity.  He hugs every kid he helps, and 
works hard to bring joy back to their lives.  The kids 
may not have fathers, but most have mothers, and he 
works with their mothers, too, who are hurting as much 
as their children are.

Charles Tinsley isn’t a fan of the “700 Club” televi-
sion program, so he was surprised when someone told 
him that one of his boys had appeared on the program in 
a segment called “Thank God for Prison,” telling how 
Rev. Tinsley had saved his life.  Our group watched 
the short video.

What can we do?  
Rev. Tinsley says that there are no United Method-

ists on the Juvenile Justice Commission.  They and the 
Probation Department would love to have our help.  

The Contra Costa Juvenile Hall Auxiliary pays 
for tattoo removal, school scholarships, and Easter  
baskets, and has built a ball field.  Their thrift store 
raises money for these projects.  

For the past 20 years one UMW group has donated 
to pay for the expenses of the college tours.   

We can start “upstream” by working with the little 
kids, keeping them from crimes that would send them 
to Juvenile Hall, or volunteering to rock newborns who 
have no one else to rock them.  All of these kids will 
grow up to live among us.  We can either “pay now,” 
or we will definitely “pay later.” 

Read more about Rev. Dr. Charles Tinsley at this web 
address:  <www.eastbaytimes.com/2008/03/24/
reverend-offers-young-convicts-new-path/>

View “Thank God for Prison” at this web address: 
<www.cbn.com/700club/thank-god-prison>

Workshop: 
What can WE do to interrupt the school-to-prison pipeline?
An hour with Rev. Dr. Charles Tinsley - “Getting Out of Dodge”

Rev. Dr. Charles 
Tinsley described 
how he works 
with at-risk youth 
through the 
Juvenile Justice 
Commission.
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THE POWER OF BOLD

Bird’s Eye View of 2018
El Camino Real District UMW
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There are many components to being a United Methodist Women  
organization.

Our goal is to live out the Purpose. Our District Leaders pro-
vide support through training, and other educational events. We encourage  
Mission giving, spiritual growth, membership outreach, mission education and 
participation in social action events.  For 2018, our El Camino Real District 
UMW Officers set out to accomplish an ambitious agenda.  
Connect & Learn  The year began with two sessions of Connect & Learn 

with Pastor Robin Mathews –Johnson of Watsonville UMC at the helm. With 
the theme   The Power of Bold: Leading with Passion, we explored a deeper, 
grassroots understanding on immigration.

Mission Springs Retreat  In March, the Annual Mission Springs Retreat, 
nestled in the beautiful, peaceful forest of the Santa Cruz Mountains, has always 
been a major highlight every year.  Michael Pope was our retreat guiding light for 
the weekend.  UMW sisters looked forward to meet & greet each other, celebrate 
their talents at the annual Saturday Night Gala and share in faith…hope…love 
in action.

National Assembly  The month of May brought 5,000 UMW together from  
Ashbury UMC to Zimbabwe UMC. UMW trekked out to the National  
Assembly, Columbus, Ohio to celebrate its 150 Year Celebration.  Three days 
filled with worship, song, confronting Women’s issues and how to harness the diversity and devise a 
plan in spreading equity as well as equality.  We heard our Women Leaders encourage us to take up 
the call of social justice issues.  Women and children are depending on us; we celebrate and advocate 
for justice…because we must.

Social Justice Event   ECRD’s summer months were filled with lots of California sunshine and social 
action events.  Immigration was front and center at the Social Justice event in Sacramento, CA.  In 
addition to UMW’s march up the Capital steps, they once again gathered in numbers to deliver 1800 
letters to the CEO of Chevron urging to invest in renewable energy and to fixing any existing leaks.

Mission u   happened in 3 different UMC locations, Santa Clara, Chico and Fresno.  
These events focused on spiritual growth, mission education and a contemporary, 
biblical look at money matters.

Annual Celebration  in October wrapped up ECRD’s accomplishments in 2018.  
We added on to our Saints list and we shall miss them all dearly.  5 Star Mission 
Giving is always successful with more UMW local groups participating and the 
2018/2019 Budget that Finance prepared was accepted with a unanimous YEA!
What a year El Camino Real District experienced!  
It’s not over yet.  We have just begun.  From the looks of 2019 Calendar, our ECRD Leaders have raised 

the bar for our UMW next year with more ambitious service to each other and our sisters around the world. 
To quote the encouraging words of ECRD President, K Stone…
“I invite you to join us, as we continue our journey and dedication to BOLD Action for Justice, Advocacy 

and Compassion for women, youth and children in our communities and around the world”.

Till 2019…God Bless.
Lynn Hermoso, Vice President



Mission Link    December 2018Page 10

READING PROGRAM 2018
At the 2018 District UMW Annual Celebration, we recognized 
participants in the 2018 Reading Program. Reading Program  
participants read books from each of five categories, and regularly 
read Response magazine.  
• Plan I: 5 books per year
• Plan II: 10 books per year
• Plan III: 15 books per year
• Plan IV: 20 books per year
Get more information about the Reading Program here:   
<www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram>.
Campbell
 Plan III Darlene D.

Concord
 Plan I Catherine H.
 Plan II Linda J.
 Plan III Delores L.
 Plan IV Debbie B., Dolores E.,  

Marian L.

Livermore, Asbury 
 Plan I Martha F., Ann L.,  

Louise N.
 Plan II Pat V. L., Lorraine M.
 Plan IV Edie L., Diane L.

Los Altos
 Plan I Anne A., Jean F.,  

Ginny L.
 Plan IV Harriet S.

Palo Alto, First
 Plan I Kathy R. Bernice S.,  

Mary Lu W.

Santa Clara
 Plan I Selma C., Lisa H., 

Donna W.

San Jose, Almaden Hills 
 Plan I Julie A.,  

Carolyn K. A.,  
Wendy D.,  
Bonnie H., K S.

San Jose, Cambrian Park
 Plan I Debbie O.

Walnut Creek
 Plan I Linda J., Karen J.,  

Denise P.

Watsonville
 Plan I Febe A., Bernice P., 

Carol P., Janet S.,  
Billie S.

El Camino Real District 

Annual Celebration 2018

Campbell
Concord
Livermore
Los Altos

San Jose, Willow Glen
South San Francisco, Hope
Sunnyvale, Trinity
Walnut Creek

These units have participated in all five channels of  
Mission Giving, which support mission projects for  
women, children, and youth in over 120 countries..

Learn more about the Five Channels of Mission Giving 
at  <www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/5channels>
• Unit Pledge to Mission; Byron

Campbell
Concord
Daly City
Fremont, First
Gilroy
Livermore, Asbury
Los Altos
Marina
Milpitas, Genesis
Salinas, First
San Carlos, Fale Hufanga
San Jose, Almaden Hills
San Jose, St. Paul’s
San Jose, Willow Glen
Santa Clara
Santa Cruz
South San Francisco, Hope
Sunnyvale, First
Sunnyvale, Trinity
Walnut Creek
Watsonville, First

5-STAR UNITS 2018

• Gifts to Mission honoring 
special events in church 
members’ lives;

• Gift in Memory honoring 
those who have died;

• Special Mission  
Recognition to outstand-
ing servants of the Lord in 
their congregations;

• World Thank Offering  
out of gratitude for  
God’s abundance and in 
celebration of the joys of 
life.

BOLD

MISSION TODAY UNITS FOR 2018
These UMW units have met at least eight of 17 criteria that:
• Encourage the use of the mission resources available 

through United Methodist Women; 
• Increase contact between the local unit and mission 

projects and personnel to gain an understanding of how 
our Mission Giving through United Methodist Women 
is used; 

• Expand concepts of mission, including social justice 
as mission; 

• Energize United Methodist women to be more  
involved in mission through prayer, study, and action. 

See more info about Mission Today here: < www.elcami-
norealumw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2017-2018_
Mission_Today_form.pdf>.



United Methodist Women, El Camino Real District

 JANUARY 19 District UMW Leadership Team 
Meeting 
 Almaden Hills UMC 
 San Jose, CA

 26 * District UMW Connect & 
Learn 
 Cambrian Park UMC 
 San Jose, CA

 MARCH 15-17 * Spiritual Retreat 
 Mission Springs Conference 
 Center, Scotts Valley, CA

 APRIL 20 District UMW Leadership Team 
Meeting 
 Almaden Hills UMC 
 San Jose, CA

 MAY 4 * California/Nevada Conference 
UMW Social Action Event

 JUNE 1 * District UMW Social Action 
Event

 JULY  20 District UMW Leadership Team 
Meeting 
 Almaden Hills UMC 
 San Jose, CA

 APRIL 20 District UMW Leadership Team 
Meeting 
 Almaden Hills UMC 
 San Jose, CA

 JUNE 8-9 * Two-day Mission u event 
 Quincy UMC 
 Quincy, CA

 AUGUST 3 * One-day Mission u event 
 Santa Rosa UMC 
 Santa Rosa, CA

 SUMMER tba * Weekend Mission u event 
 Location tba

 SEPTEMBER 21 District UMW Leadership Team 
Meeting 
 Almaden Hills UMC 
 San Jose, CA

 OCTOBER 18 D’LTE: Leadership Team Meeting 
for District UMW Team members 
 Location tba

 19 * California/Nevada Conference 
UMW Annual Celebration 
 Location tba

 26 * El Camino Real District UMW 
Annual Celebration 
 Location tba

* Note: Members of UMW across our District  
are encouraged to participate in this event

Social Action.
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Be Just. Be Green
An InITIATIve from nATIonAl Umw

El Camino Real District UMW

2019 CAlenDAr

September 8, San Francisco: 
Betty carries a “Climate 
Woke” poster in the “Rise for 
Climate” march

by betty spenCer diCkey

all creatiOn is the lOrd’s, and we are responsible for the ways in 
which we use and abuse it….(Social Principles, ¶ 160, short version.)

It’s great to be back in the District and into the environmental arena 
that I love.  I have been invited to be a Jurisdictional Guide for the  
Western Jurisdiction and am looking forward to getting trained at the end  
of November.  I will be available to help connect the National issues on 
Climate Action with the Western Jurisdiction, Conference, District and 
local UMW.   

The Environmental and Climate Justice issues from National UMW 
are online and available for us in UMW as we develop our plans for the 
next year’s events and programs. 

 There are different tools available for our use.  Among them are the 
Jurisdictional Guides like myself.  Jurisdictional Guides for the “Be Just. 
Be Green” initiative are trained to help United Methodist Women and 
churches make our meetings across the country more sustainable.

Another tool is the “13 Steps to Sustainability,” with Principles to help 
you create an event that is accessible, has multigenerational inclusion, uses 
the right paper, reduces toxins, has healthy food and beverages, has a low 
carbon footprint, avoids plastic water bottles, etc.  If you think about all 
the meetings we as UMW and UMC members have, then you see how 
we can make a huge impact.

If we as United Methodist Women and members of the United  
Methodist church do what we can to reduce our negative impact on the 
earth, then we can help save it.  I will be looking for other women who are 
interested in the environment and climate justice to help.  I have begun a 

list of people interested in 
BJBG, and if you would 
like to be included please 
let me know.

For more information 
about Western Jurisdiction 
UMW, see  
<www.wjumw.com/>.

For more information 
about Be Just. Be Green 
including resources for 
Climate Justice, see 
<www.unitedmethod-
istwomen.org/climate-
justice>.



Wesley United Methodist Church    
Attn: K Stone, President
 El Camino Real District UMW
566 North Fifth Street 
San Jose, CA 95112
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United Methodist 
Women

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

P A I D 
Permit #1283 
San Jose, CA

Please share this 
newsletter with the 
members of your  
Local Unit

El Camino Real District UMW website 
<elcaminorealumw.org>

Mission Springs  
Spiritual Retreat

March 15-17, 2019
Mission Springs  

Conference Center 
Scotts Valley, CA

Information and registration form inside, at the District website <www.elcaminorealumw.org.org>,  
and available by “Quick News” emails.

PURPOSE
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PUrPose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole 
persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through  
participation in the global ministries of the church.

Event and registration info  
will be available in early 2019

Connect & 
January 26, 2019 
9:30am - 12:30pm 
Registration 8:30am

Learn

Cambrian Park UMC 
1919 Gunston way, San Jose, CA

Guest Speaker: Rev. Mariellen Yoshino 
Theme: Find It ... Bring It ... Share It

Previously called “District 
UMW Leadership Event”


