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Our District UMW Retreat at Mission Springs

March 16-18, 2018

BY BONNIE HOME, ALMADEN HILLS UMW

What a fabulous retreat we had!  The memories and the 
lessons linger on.  This year there were some new 
additions to our traditional retreat activities.  Valley 

Faith UMW kept us lively, inviting us to Zumba dance joyfully 
to the Pharrell Williams video, Happy.  Valley Faith also set up 
a photo booth with props, printing our souvenir photos on the 
spot to take home.  Occasional drizzles turned the outdoor Prayer 
Walk into an indoor egg hunt, with prayers inside plastic eggs.

Retreat leader Micheal Pope shared personal stories of joy 
and tragedy and listened as others told theirs, keeping 
us energized and revitalized all weekend long. She told 
how she acknowledges other’s differences: She raised 
her children with no TV and a vegetarian diet, but they 
watch TV and eat meat now. She prays for a half hour in 
the evening in her prayer closet with candles and music, 
but does not expect other people to do things her way.
Caring for others

There were several ways of caring for others that  
Micheal suggested: 
*  Rather than criticize teens for their ways, mentor one 
of them. 
*  Consider organizing a “Suitcase Project” – provide 
suitcases for foster children about to turn 18 years old 

Rejoice always. Pray continually.   
Give thanks in all circumstances. 

I Thessalonians 5:16-18

and Our Faith

A Bold Awakening:

Revitalize Ourselves

and who are required leave the system, 
and who otherwise would be carrying 
their belongings in a plastic garbage bag.  
* Your fellow UMW members need 
friendship and support – nurture them. 
* Beware of the gloom and doom project-
ed by Eeyore in Winnie The Pooh. When 
we feel sadness, work to do something 
about it. Don’t let current politics in the 
country or The United Methodist Church 
get us down. Decisions will be made that 
we do not like, but God has bigger tasks 
for us than that. It’s not up to us to judge 
people who think differently from us. They 
are working with the only tools they have. 
Speak your point of view with love and 

Retreat Leader Ms. Micheal Pope
Ms.	Pope	and	
Talent	Show	Emcee	
Lynn H. in her blue 

boa
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EL CAMINO REAL DISTRICT 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
<www.elcaminorealumw.org>
Wesley United Methodist Church
Attn: K Stone, President 
 El Camino Real District UMW
566 North Fifth Street, San Jose, Ca 95112

PURPOSE
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to 
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the church.

What is your passion?

It has been saId that the thing that makes you the most angry will point you 
to your passion.  

I’m not talking about your family of course!  But for me, it’s the injustice of 
the world in lots of areas; guns, climate issues, human trafficking and economic 
inequality, to name a few.   One of the reasons I am in United Methodist Women 
is I feel like I have a chance to lift my voice with the other 799,000 women to 
do something about these issues that I feel strongly about.  

Of course we don’t all feel the same about these issues.  Your feelings might 
be different from mine. 

But you are heard in United Methodist Women.  There is learning, empower-
ment, joy in sisterhood and a true sense of camaraderie. 

I wish that for all women, and would like to have you join us this next year.  
We need your voice, your intellect, your hands, your heart and your passion.  

Because the United Methodist Church Conference has added a new District, 
the UMW will be doing the same.  Our UMW Districts will not change until next 
January, 2019, so that gives us the rest of this year to prepare.

Because of the change in District boundaries, El Camino Real District UMW 
will lose a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Membership Nurture & Outreach Coordina-
tor and a Nominations Coordinator who happen to live in another district now.  
Unfortunately we have also lost a long term member, Rhonda Canale, who 
passed away recently.  We miss her so much, but her position of Education and 
Interpretation Coordinator is now open as well.  

So we have a daunting task, to reach out to you and find some kindred spirits.
We meet as a District Team four times a year officially, and fill in the other 

work we need to do by good organization and group phone calls.  We also get 
to participate in some wonderful celebrations, retreats, Assemblies and learning 
events free.  The women you meet in these events will lift you up, encourage 
you, and make you glad you were born a woman.  

Be in prayer about what passion you can share with us by joining in. 
Yes, it takes time, but didn’t God give us time to be in service to others?  May 

God be with you.

To contact any District Team member, send an 
email to <communication@elcaminorealumw.
org>. Please include on the subject line, the 
Team member to whom your message should 
be directed.

2018 DISTRICT TEAM

PRESIDENT: K STONE

VICE PRESIDENT: LYNN HERMOSO

TREASURER: SHARON DAVIS 

SECRETARY: KAREN RAY

SECRETARY OF PROGRAM RESOURCES:  
DEBBIE OW

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR, 
WEBSITE EDITOR: WANDA GARRETT

MEMBER AT LARGE: MONICA ABERIN UBUNGEN

 MISSION COORDINATORS

SPIRITUAL GROWTH: SANDRA NESHEIM

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH: 
MELESA TAUMOEPEAU

SOCIAL ACTION: KATHERINE KIM

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION: 
TBD

 COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

CHAIRPERSON: BETTY SPENCER DICKEY

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Toilea Ahio
Elizabeth Antolin
Dee Anne Paron
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Notes            .from the President

Are You Going to UMW Assembly?

by K stone

BOLD in our Passions:  

Immigration
At the Leadership Events, Rev. Robin 
Mathews-Johnson shared her passion 
for ministry to immigrants, as she 
serves on the Immigration Task Force.  
We learned from her of our affinities 
as a community of immigrants.  We 
learned of paths of leadership, as 
United Methodist Women.
A BOLD Awakening: Revitalize 

Ourselves and Our Faith

What a phenomenal weekend, a  
phenomenal retreat leader, amidst phenomenal women!  Micheal Pope, our 
retreat leader at our District UMW Spiritual Retreat at Mission Springs, 
left us revitalized in our minds, hearts and souls. 

We were inspired to give beyond reason, to care beyond hope, to love 
without limit; to reach, stretch, and dream, in spite of our fears. Could 
we have imagined what fun we’d have with a photo booth and props, to 
dance to HAPPY, have a St. Patrick’s egg hunt, roast marshmallows at 
the fire pit and even create lyrics together!  Wonderful food, old friends/

National UMW Assembly 
will be Wednesday, May 

16, through Sunday, May 20, in 
Columbus, OH. We have over 200 
women planning to attend from our 
California-Nevada Conference, at 
and least 40 from our District! 

If you are going to Assembly, 
here are some things to be aware of.

Our CA-NV Conference UMW 
will be providing colorful buttons 
for us to wear, to identify ourselves 
as Conference members.

Our Conference President  
Marlene Ward wants to arrange for 
either a Conference-wide group  

picture, or a collage of smaller  
District group pictures. This is still 
being figured out, so listen for the 
plan.

Since there are so many of us 
attending from our Conference, we 
will gather together at Assembly 
in one of the common areas for 
a reception and to check in with 
one another. Hopefully, it will be 
a time when our Bishop Carcaño 
is available. Note that she is one of 
eleven Bishops planning to attend 
Assembly.

Please bring back stories to share 
with your local group, and in the  

2018 is our time to be BOLD!

fall issue of Mission Link.
Important - Be sure a representa-

tive of your group shares her name 
and cell phone number with me, 
District UMW President K Stone, so 
your group can hear about the plans 
for the group photo and reception 
gathering.

I’m looking forward to seeing 
you there!

Get more information about  
Assembly 2018 at 
<umwassembly.org>.

new friends, beautiful music, words 
of prayers, as well as the beauty of 
what we can do with electronics!

So let’s wear our neon boas and 
tiaras. Rejoice always. Pray con-
tinually. Give thanks. 

Connect with our United  
Methodist sisters ... Be BOLD!

Blessings,
K Stone, President 

El Camino Real District UMW
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We are excIted to welcome as guest 
speaker our National UMW President 
Shannon Priddy. In August 2017, Ms. 
Priddy became the president of the 
25-member board of the United Methodist 
Women. At 42, she was one of the young-
est members to serve in this role. 

“This isn’t just your mother’s or grand-
mother’s group. It is for all women, of 
all ages, who want to put their passion to 
work, from social justice to advocating 
for others,” said Priddy, a member of the 
North United Methodist Church in the 
Indiana Conference.  “That’s something 
we need to be shouting from the rooftops. 
We need to be vocal about who and what 
we are, locally, nationally and globally.”

Ms. Priddy has previously been a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Armenia, a flight at-
tendant for Delta Airlines, a fundraiser for 
the Keep Indianapolis Beautiful nonprofit, 
and an active church member.

She notes that in 2019, United Method-
ist Women will mark its 150th year. After 
that celebration, she intends to promote 
plans for the next 150 years. She will 
start by targeting younger women to get 
involved through conferences and mentor-
ships by longtime members.

Registration information for the Octo-
ber 20 Conference UMW Annual Celebra-
tion will be available later in the summer..

Planning ahead for District 
Annual Celebration
BY WANDA GARRETT, COMMUNICATIONS
our dIstrIct annual celebratIon 
will be Saturday, October 27, 2018. Even 
though it seems far in the future, there are 
things you can do now to prepare for it. 

Your District UMW team is securing 
a location, keynote speaker, workshop 
leaders, and other special participants, to 
make this an amazing event. This infor-
mation will be provided to you as soon 
as it’s ready.  

But the key part of the “Celebration” is 
actually celebrating what has been done in 
the last year.  That’s where you come in.  
Toward the end of summer, in late August 
or early September, your local group will 
receive requests from your District UMW 
team for a set of reports*:
• Reading Program participation (for the 

previous 12 months)
• Mission Today Status (for the previous 

calendar year)
• 5 Channels of Mission Giving (“5 Star”) 

(for the previous calendar year)
• Racial Justice program participation
• Saints (members who have passed away 

in the previous 12 months)
Be sure you have something to 

report!

Now is the time to be sure you have some-
thing to report!   Keep reading books for 
the Reading Program; work with your local 
group on its Mission Today, 5 Channels 
of Mission Giving, and Racial Justice 
programs; and keep a list of anyone who 
has passed away since last fall. And be 
sure the October 27, 2018 District Annual 
Celebration is on your calendar!

*For more information about these  
activities, see the “Reports & Forms” page 
on our District UMW website <http://
elcaminorealumw.org/unit-resources/
reports-forms/>.

United Methodist Women Celebrate!
El Camino Real District 
 Annual Celebration 

October 27, 2018

CA/NV Annual Conference 
 Annual Celebration 

October 20, 2018 
Campbell UMC

Shouting only makes people stop  
listening.
We can have the Cowardly Lion’s 

courage

As in The Wizard Of Oz, we can make 
this world we live in a paradise. God 
wants it that way. The handsome “aw 
shucks” Cowardly Lion had all of the 
courage he needed. The long-awaited 
Emerald City is heaven.
Stories show the way

Micheal shared several meaningful 
stories she has collected. For example, 
* The poem Phenomenal Woman by 
Maya Angelou, describes a woman’s 
inner strength.
* The song Bag Lady sung by Erykah 
Badu, describes how “stuff” can get in 
the way of living. 
* The book written for Starbucks titled 
1 – How Many People Does It Take to 
Make a Difference? tells 

Shannon	Priddy,	President,	 
National	UMW

Mission Springs 
Retreat  cont’d from page 1

Finding	revitalization	-	sisters	
Stephanie	M.	and	Debbie	O.,	
and	a	daughter-mother	pair.

Page 4
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of a violinist performing outside the Washington, 
D.C. metro station, ignored by passers-by who didn’t 
realize he was the well-known violinist Joshua Bell 
playing his Stradivarius.  Moral of the story – Stop to 
look and listen.  
Seeing new perspectives
Other thoughts that Micheal urged us to take home 
with us offered new perspective:
CONNECT – Look into the face of another for a min-

ute or two as you talk, fully aware of that person.
PRACTICE GRATITUDE – At 
your meetings, have participants tell 
why they are grateful for something 
another participant has done.  It will 
change your team’s dynamics.
NAYSAYERS – Naysayers will try 
to discourage you but God and the 
angels are with you.  Put your mind 
and spirit into action.  Become a 
feverish believer.
FAITH – Some say faith is trust in 
what you cannot see, but God is vis-
ible everywhere.

And remember, rejoice always, pray continually, and give thanks in all circumstances.

Right: Joyce	S.	of	Valley	
Faith	UMC,		Sunnyvale,	
sang Praise His Name.

Below: Zumba!

Mission Springs Retreat  continued

Below: Women 

of	the	Tongan	
Fellowship	
at Hillsdale 

UMC,	San	
Mateo,	gave	
us	a	traditional	
Tongan	song,	
then	followed	
with	the	
modern Testify 
to Love.

WORRY – Our children 
are in the hands of 
their heavenly father.  
Choose joy every 
day.  Joy is strength.  
Take the fruit of it. 

Page 5
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Treasurer   .      .

SHARON DAVIS, TREASURER

UMW funds and local church 
needs
When I am meetIng WIth United 

Methodist Women, the question comes 

up occasionally about giving to local 

church projects, such as a remodel or 

building fund.  

The United Methodist Women’s  

Handbook is very specific about how funds 
collected for mission giving by United 

Methodist Women can be spent. The  

following excerpt is from the Handbook:
Members of United Methodist Women 
give to Pledge to Mission and other 
Mission Giving funds that are part 
of the five channels of giving, which 
are used for mission with a focus on 
women, children and youth through 
national office, except for administra-
tion and membership development 
funds kept at the district and confer-
ence levels.

United Methodist Women funds 
should not be given to the local 
church to help with apportionment 
for World Service Funds or facility 
and equipment needs in the local 
church. United Methodist Women 
members in the local church have 
already contributed to these needs 
through their tithes and offerings.

United Methodist Women members 
have long been proud to support 
the specific ministries with women, 
children and youth that are funded 
only through their giving to United 
Methodist Women’s five channels of 
giving.
For more information from the  

Handbook, you can access a copy which 
can be downloaded at <www.united 

methodistwomen.org/umwhandbook 

2017-2020>.  You can find the Finance 
Policies in Section 5.  If you do not already 

have a Handbook, I would recommend 
that you download a copy for free from 
the website.

For those of you who need a little coaching on how to order books  
online from the United Methodist Women e-store website, here is a short 
(but detailed) tutorial:

1) Go to the Reading Program website at <unitedmethodistwomen.org/
readingprogram>. 

2) To see the 2018 Reading Program list of books, there are three  

options.

a.  Click on the box labeled “2018 
Reading Program” for a copy of the 

Reading Program booklet.

Program Resources.
DEBBIE OW, SECRETARY

How to order books online from UMW

W
hich UMW Read ing  

Program books have you 

read this year?  Which books have 

you found especially interesting or 

challenging?  Can you recommend 

any books to other readers?

I am reading Pushout by  

Monique W. Morris. This book 

is challenging the way I think! 
I had always thought of school 
dress codes as good things. Here’s 

what Black girls had to say in 

the book: “Dress codes actively 
turned them (Black girls) away 
from school” and “were seen as 
furthering the objectification of 
Black girls, rather than curbing it. 
They pointed to how dress codes 
often reflect society’s biases about 
Black femininity - and Black  
feminine bodies, in particular.” 

After hearing this point of view, 
when I hear that students are being 
suspended from school for dress 

code violations, I will question 
whether it really is an example of 
rules being applied equally and 

fairly. Maybe denying children 

access to school is not how such 
infractions should be handled.

Send me an email at ow.debora@
yahoo.com and let me know how 
you are doing with the Reading 
Program this year, and what you 
are reading.  I would love to hear 
from you.  

Dear Fellow Reading Program Members,

4) Click on the shopping-bag-shaped box labeled “Shop for 2018 Books at 
the e-store.”

What are you reading?

In the 2018 Reading Program, 
we look at the history between 
The United Methodist Church, 
the United States and Native 
people; Alzheimer’s disease 
and the importance of 
wellness in body and spirit. 
We also continue to look 
at the quadrennial focuses 
of economic injustice, the 
environment, and explore 
intellectual and spiritual 
leadership. And we walk 
together on personal journeys 
of spiritual growth.

Congratulations – you have 

ordered UMW books and will 
shortly be enjoying some good 

reads!
Was this tutorial helpful?   

Let me know.

b.  Click on the box labeled “2018 
Reading Program List” for a printable 

list of books and their descriptions.

c.  Click on the box labeled “2018 
Easy Print-friendly Reading Program 

Catalog” for a list of books by category, 

title, author, price, and identification 
as a “Bonus Book.”

3) Look through the list and find books you would like to read; then go 
back to the Reading Program page.

5)  Find your desired book and click on it; this will bring 
up a large picture and description of the book. If your 

book is not visible on the first page of results, you may 
need to go to the next page of books, by clicking the 
“Next” button at the bottom of the page. 

6)  To purchase, click on “Add to Cart.”

7)  On the next screen click on “Continue Shopping” 
if you want to buy more books, or on “Checkout” to 
place your order.

8)  When you have clicked “Checkout,” if you are 
new to this website, click on “Continue” under New  
Customer; otherwise log in to your account under  
Returning Customer. 

9) Enter all information including: Customer information, Billing address and 
settings; then click “next.”

10) Review your order. (To remove an item, click on the “remove” box).

11) Select a shipping option 

and enter your credit card 

information including CVV 

(three-digit code on the 

back of your card) and 

expiration date.

12) When you have entered all 

information, click on “place 
order.”

13) At this point you have 

placed your order and you 

will see a confirmation 
number.  You can write this 
down, print it out, or just 
wait for it to come to your 
email account.

Page 6 Page 7
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We are so fortunate to be able to partIcIpate in the Mission u events each 
summer! Mission u is an opportunity to study current issues impacting society, 
based on current mission study topics, with particular attention our responsibilities in  
fulfilling the mission work of the church in current world context. These conference-
wide events are open to members and non-members of the United Methodist Women.
Mission u Event Options
In our California-Nevada Conference, we are able to choose from three Mission 

u events. They are in varied locations, and for different lengths of time. You can 
choose the event that best fits your summer plans.
•	 One-day event, August 4, at Korean UMC of Santa Clara Valley, San Jose, CA, 

Register by July 1; $50 per person
•	 1.5-day event, August 10-11, at Trinity UMC, Chico, CA. 

Register by July 11; $150-185 per person
•	 Weekend event, August 17-19, at Wesley UMC, Fresno, CA 

Register by July 20; $270-290 per person
In addition, youth may participate in “Unstoppable,” a version of the Mission u 

event tailored for youth ages 12-17. “Unstoppable” is available at all three Mission 

u events, at no charge. Registration is requested by July 1.
Registration
When you register, you may choose from these study options:
•	 Spiritual Growth: Embracing Wholeness
•	 Social Issue: What About Our Money? A Faith Response
•	 Geographic Study: Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church 

in the United States
•	 Youth Study: Is it Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s Economy
The registration form for the San Jose event is provided in this issue of  
Mission Link; all forms are also available online. Go to our District UMW website’s 
News and Events page <elcaminorealumw.org/news-and-events/>  for registration  
details.

Registration includes meals and several options for accommodations. Payments 
can be made by credit card or debit card (with online registration), or by check  
(if registering by mail).
Some tips if you are planning to go
Our co-deans Andrea McDonald and Adi Mere Nabou recommend that you  
order study books (in advance) from the Mission Resource Center, <www.umw 
missionresources.org/>.

“Go green” and bring your own water bottle and/or mug.

United Methodist Women 

working together in teams

thIs year, during each of our District 
UMW Team meetings, we have been  
including a time to read together (out  
loud) some ground rules for working 
together. These ground rules describe  
behavior that we really already know –  
but by highlighting them, we more  
consciously work together with compas-
sion. Try using them in your meetings.

Partners in Ministry ground rules*

(as	adapted	to	United	Methodist	
Women)

• All team members are committed to Jesus 
Christ and a shared vision for United 
Methodist Women.

• All team members seek win/win  
solutions to problems, conflicts, or any 
other issues that arise.

• All team members keep their agreements 
and are open and honest in their com-
munication.

• All team members assume 100% 
responsibility for the results that are 
produced and do not engage in blaming 
and justifying.

• All team members agree to live by the 
HEART Principles:
q	 Hear and understand me.
q		 Even if you disagree, please don’t 
make me wrong.
q	 Acknowledge the greatness within  
me, I am a Child of God.
q	 Remember to look for my loving  
intentions.
q	 Tell me the truth with compassion.

“Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, 
but only what is useful for building up, as 
there is need, so that your words may give 
grace to those who hear.”  Ephesians 4:29

* Adapted from “Partners in Ministry: Lay 
& Clergy Sharing Ministry and Building 
the Kingdom” by Roy W. Trueblood & 
Jackie B. Trueblood.

Spiritual Growth
SANDRA NESHEIM, MISSION COORDINATOR 
FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH Learning Together  

    for the Transformation 
    of the World

Page 8
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Social Justice  
for Teens: 
Suitcase Project
BY K STONE, PRESIDENT

after hearIng our retreat leader 
Micheal Pope at the phenomenal Spiritual  
Retreat weekend in March, several 
members of the District UMW Team 
felt called to set up a Suitcase Project.  
Micheal described this as something she is 
doing to help foster 
children. At age 18, 
when foster children 
are required to leave 
the foster system, too 
often they are handed 
their belongings in a 
garbage bag. This is a 
humiliating way to start 
life on one’s own. 
A small gesture that gives respect

The Suitcase Project provides suitcases for 
these teens. It’s a small gesture that gives 
them some respect. See more info about  
the program here: 
<www.hopeinasuitcase.org>.

Sandra Nesheim, our Spiritual Growth  
Coordinator and member of Salinas First 
UMC, is connecting with her local foster 
system to see if there is a way to help these 
teens.  At the Retreat, several others had 
mentioned a desire to know more and take 
on a Suitcase Project.  

We can collaborate and help your local 
group create this much-needed ministry for 
our community of young sisters. 

Join the District Team in this social jus-
tice project. Email Sandra Nesheim if you 

are interested in 
participating.

v Social Justice 

For the latest information, get ECR District 
UMW Quick News 
In betWeen quarterly Issues of the Mission Link, stay up to date on El 
Camino Real District UMW events and activities by subscribing to the ECR 
District UMW Quick News.  This periodic email provides:
• Announcement of District and local events
• Information about District and local UMW activities
• Notification that the Mission Link newsletter is available online

If you already receive the Quick News, then you do not need to do anything 
to continue receiving it. To change your subscription, follow the links at the  
bottom of one of the Quick News emails.

If you do not receive the Quick News, just send an email to  
<communication@elcaminorealumw.org> with your name, and state that 
you wish to subscribe. 

In addition – we are on Facebook!   Find us at <https://www.
facebook.com/ElCaminoRealUMW/>. 

Share your group’s stories
has your local group engaged in mission or ministry, and have a story 
to tell? One of the ways to share your experiences with other local groups 
is to submit an article for the Mission Link newsletter. Short articles, with a 
photo, can be a creative springboard for others.
Types of articles we are looking for:
• Creating something (prayer shawl, flood bucket, stuffed animal, etc.) 

that is given to others as a ministry
• Visit to one of our local National Mission Institutions (Gum Moon, Mary 

Elizabeth Inn), to the UMCOR Depot, or another mission-oriented facil-
ity to participate in their activities, or learn how we can support them

• Participation in a District, Conference, or other UMW event, and what 
the group learned or what made it special.

If you have an idea for an article, send me an email to confirm that it would 
work for the Mission Link. If we agree that it’s a good fit, then I’ll ask for the 
article (up to about 500 words) and/or a good-quality photo with a caption. 
Don’t worry about having perfect writing; I’ll edit it if needed.
Mission Link Publishing Schedule (2018)

• Fall issue: Articles due by Friday, August 17; Newsletter mailed by 
September 7

• Winter issue: Articles due by November 23; Newsletter mailed by  
December 14.

Please send articles and photos to Wanda at   
<communication@elcaminoreal.org>.

Communications.
WANDA GARRETT, COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

Foster children 

leaving the foster 

system too often 
are handed their 

belongings in a 

garbage bag. The 
Suitcase Project 

provides suitcases.
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News            .

United Methodist Women Breakfast  
at Annual Conference 2018
 Saturday, June 23, 7am
 Greens on Tenth
 953 10th Street, Modesto, CA 95354
 (one block from the DoubleTree Hotel)

guest speaKer WIll be JIm perdue, field staff missionary of the Global Migration 
Team of the General Board of Global Ministries. The Global Migration Team ministers 
to the growing number of people forced to flee for their lives because of organized gang 
violence in Central America. The Team works with churches and NGOs (non-governmental 
organizations) to provide the emergency needs of these refugees, who are overwhelmingly 
women and children.

The UMW Breakfast registration flyer is available on the District News and Events page 
<http://elcaminorealumw.org/news-and-events/>.

The Red Sand 
Project is an 

activist artwork 
created to raise 
awareness  o f  
human traffick-
ing, e.g. modern-
day slavery.  The 
brain-child of 
Molly Gochman, 
New York City 

based experiential artist, this sidewalk intervention 
brings cognizance to the overlooked populations - 
refugees, immigrants, girls and others who are most at 
risk of being enslaved and being exploited for profits 
of others.

On Saturday, June 9, 2018, at 1:00pm, Valley Faith 
UMW will take a stand and help bring this social justice 
issue to the forefront.

Valley Faith United Methodist Church will be  
celebrating its 27th Church anniversary and will  
capture this opportunity to involve our neighbors and 
local communities to join in our social justice event. 

We invite you to take a stand with us and fill a 
sidewalk crack with red sand.

To learn more about the project go to 
<redsandproject.org> or <mollygochman.org>.

Sands of Time
BY LYNN HERMOSO, VICE PRESIDENT AND MEMBER OF VALLEY FAITH UMC

“Taking	an	active	stance	in	society	is	nothing	new	
for	followers	of	John	Wesley.	He	set	the	example	
for	us	to	combine	personal	and	social	piety.	Ever	
since	predecessor	churches	to	United	Methodism	
flourished	in	the	United	States,	we	have	been	known	
as	a	denomination	involved	with	people’s	lives,	
with	political	and	social	struggles,	having	local	to	
international	mission	implications.	Such	involvement	is	
an	expression	of	the	personal	change	we	experience	in	
our	baptism	and	conversion.
The	United	Methodist	Church	believes	God’s	love	for	

the	world	is	an	active	and	engaged	love,	a	love	seeking	
justice	and	liberty.	We	cannot	just	be	observers.	
So	we	care	enough	about	people’s	lives	to	risk	
interpreting	God’s	love,	to	take	a	stand,	to	call	each	
of	us	into	a	response,	no	matter	how	controversial	or	
complex.	The	church	helps	us	think	and	act	out	a	faith	
perspective,	not	just	responding	to	all	the	other	‘mind-
makers-up’	that	exist	in	our	society.”

Excerpt from The Book of Resolutions of The United 

Methodist Church 2016. Copyright © 2016 by The United 

Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission.

Red sand in 

sidewalk cracks 

illustrates how 

people can 

“fall through 

the cracks” 

of human 

tra cking.

Santa Cruz UMW 
celebrates  
international  
women
the unIted methodIst Women 
of the United Methodist Church of 
Santa Cruz invites you to Celebrate 
International Women at their an-
nual brunch, Saturday, May 19, 
2018, 10:30am, at their church, 250  
California St., Santa Cruz.

Guest speaker will be former 
Mayor of Capitola Stephanie  
Harlan. Come as you are or dress in 
your ethnic costume. Please RSVP to 
the church office 831/429-6800 x3. 

Jim	Perdue

More information about this event will be available 
through your local UMW and District UMW “Quick 
News” emails as time draws near.
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United Methodist Women, El Camino Real District

Rhonda Canale, a beloved  
member of our District UMW 

team, passed away April 
11.  She succumbed to 
a sudden illness just two 
weeks shy of her 78th 
birthday. 

Rhonda was born 
i n  M o u n t  Ve r n o n ,  
Indiana. After graduating 
from Evansville College  
(Indiana), she worked as 
a medical technologist in 

Long Beach, CA, where she also 
met her future husband, Tom.  After 
marrying and moving several times, 
they relocated to the San Jose, CA 
area. She was Director of Youth 
Education at Cambrian Park UMC 
for seven years, then helped estab-
lish the San Jose Family Shelter 
on Las Plumas St. In recent years, 
she was the director of the North-
ern California Ecumenical Media  
Resource Center.

She is survived by her husband 
Tom, sons Timothy, Terence, and 
Todd, and their families.

An active long-time member of 
Cambrian Park United Methodist 
Church, Rhonda was a member 
of the choir, UMW Treasurer, and 
more.  Rhonda had several roles 
as part of our District UMW team, 
including Program Resources 
Coordinator a few years ago, and 
most recently our Education and 
Interpretation Mission Coordinator.

Our District UMW Team  
members remember her fondly:
* In the brief year that I have  

known her, she had quite an 
impact on my outlook of ECRD 
UMW. - Lynn.

* She was the first person I spoke 
to at my first District Leaders 
Training Event. As being part 
of the District Team was new to 

In loving memory: Rhonda Canale

me, she made me feel welcome in 
unchartered territory. - Debbie

* Her dedication to the Media 
Center, as well as Cambrian Park 
UMC and UMW, showed she was 
a woman with faith, hope, and 
love in action. – Dee Anne

* I will miss her, and am now  
realizing just how much she did 
for our church. - Betty

Bonnie Home, of Almaden Hills 
UMW, also shared her memories 
of Rhonda:

Rhonda was my wonderful 
roommate at the October 2011 
Conference UMW Celebration 
in Modesto.  I was a last-minute 
addition, and she couldn’t have 
been more gracious in sharing 
her room, when she could have 
had it all to herself.

During the years she was in 
charge of tracking our Read-
ing Certificate documents, she 
helped me and my UMW group 
get our hands on hard-to-find 
books from the UMW reading 
list.  One time she invited me to 
pick up a book while she was 
at her Rotary Club luncheon. (I 
did my best to slip in unnoticed.)

I was so touched when 
she admired the greeting 
cards I had made on my 
computer, and asked me to 
make one for her mother’s 
100th birthday.

Last fall, she had taken 
time off from the District 
team to have some serious 
surgery.  When I went to 
the Leadership Training 
event in Fremont in Janu-
ary, I was amazed to find 
that she was back on the 
Team as Mission Coordi-
nator for “Education & 
Interpretation.”  She gave 

a good presentation at the event, 
and I am so grateful that I wrote 
her a little “thank you” note for 
all of the preparation she had 
done for that morning.  (I’m not  
usually that good about thank 
you notes, but I’m really glad I 
wrote that one.)

This year’s Mission Springs 
retreat leader, Micheal Pope, 
told us over and over again that 
she wanted us to look into the 
faces of our UMW friends as 
we spoke to them, really paying 
attention to them, and to nurture 
and support them as best we can.  
Micheal kept saying, “I want you 
to take this home with you.”  I 
am so glad that we spent that 
weekend with Rhonda and were 
able to see that dear face for 
three days in a row.
The Celebration of Rhonda’s 

life was held April 28 at Cambrian 
Park United Methodist Church, San 
Jose, CA. 

In lieu of flowers, a GO FUND 
ME page has been set up to help 
cover her medical and funeral 
expenses at <gofundme.com/in-
memory-of-rhonda-canale>.

Right: Rhonda 

prepares	the	
elements	for	
Communion at 

El Camino Real 

District	UMW’s	
Mission	Springs	
Retreat in 

March,	2018
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United Methodist 
Women
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newsletter with the 
members of your  
Local Unit

UMW CALENDAR 2018
20th Assembly of United Methodist Women 

May 18-20, Columbus, Ohio

CA/NV Conference UMW Breakfast 
June 23 

 Greens on Tenth, Modesto, CA

Mission u: One-Day Event 
August 4 

Korean UMC of Santa Clara Valley, San Jose,CA

Mission u: Two-Day Event 
August 10-11 

Trinity UMC, Chico, CA

Mission u: Weekend Event
 August 17-19

Wesley UMC, Fresno, CA

California Nevada Conference UMW 
Annual Celebration 

October 20 
Campbell UMC

El Camino Real District UMW 
Annual Celebration 

October 27 
Location TBA

2019
Spiritual Retreat at Mission Springs 

March 15 - 17, 2019 
Mission Springs Conference Center

REGISTRATION
Registration for One-Day Event in San Jose is enclosed, or 
see all registration options at <http://elcaminorealumw.org/news-and-events/>

2018 Mission u
Learning Together  
for the Transformation of the World

2018 MISSION STUDIES
 Spiritual Growth:  

Embracing Wholeness 
Led by Susan Kopp

 Geographical: 
Missionary Conferences of the United  
Methodist Church in the United States 
Led by Carol Partridge

 Social Issue: 
What About Our Money? A Faith Response 
Led by Larry McDonald

 Youth Study: 
Is It Just Money? our Dollars in God’s 
Economy 
Led by Maya Parmar

WEEKEND EVENT
August 17-19 (Fri-Sun)
Wesley UMC UMC,  

Fresno, CA
Register by July 20, 2018

TWO-DAY DAY EVENT
August 10-11 (Fri-Sat)
Trinity UMC, Chico, CA
Register by July 11, 2018

ONE DAY EVENT
August 4 (Saturday)
Korean UMC of Santa Clara Valley,  

San Jose, CA
Register by July 1, 2018


