
MISSIONLINK

United Methodist Women, California Nevada Conference, El Camino Real District, Vol. 28, No. 3, December, 2017

El Camino Real District 
2017 Annual Celebration

continued on page 8

Building  
Bridges

Let us then pursue  
what makes for peace and 

for mutual up-building. 
Romans 14:19

Women from all around El Camino Real District 
participated in the 2017 Annual Celebration, 
showing such great diversity of women included in 
our UMW local units.

By Bonnie Home, AlmAden Hills UmW, sAn Jose

The 118 women who gathered at Fremont’s St. Paul UMC in October listened 
intently as keynote speaker Shamsa Rafay, a U. S. citizen since 2004, told about 
her life and her faith after moving to the United States from her native Pakistan 

over 20 years ago. 
Her two sons are active in tennis, swimming, and track, and her daughter was at a Girl 

Scout event the day of our Celebration.  Her oldest son attends U. C. Berkeley.  When 
she and her family moved in, her neighbors did not know one another, so Shamsa invited 
everyone to her home for a get-together.  She started “My Little Library,” a neighbor-
hood book exchange that became very popular.  When Shamsa volunteered at the chil-
dren’s school, the teachers gave her minimal tasks to do, until they learned that she had a  
Master’s Degree!  The family taught the children how to deal with bullying, but the younger 
son finally had to change schools when the anti-Muslim bullying by both teachers and 
students wouldn’t let up.  

Shamsa’s slide show presentation countered a series of “Myths About Muslims,”  
enlightening us all. Although her Pakistani relatives have never worn the hijab head scarf, 
Shamsa found in the Quran a suggestion that this might be a symbol of modesty she 
would like to adopt.  Her husband was stunned at first, but he has become accustomed to 
it.  Shamsa jokes that she never has to worry about a “bad hair day.”

Attendees had a hard time choosing between the three “bridge-building” workshops 
offered after their sandwich-and-salad lunch.  (Many wanted to take all three!)
Finding Common Ground (in a politically polarized world) with Carolyn 
Leone Levering and Kevan Insko
Carolyn and Kevan are members of Friends Committee on Legislation <www.fclca.org>.  

Here are their suggestions for  
communicating with our state and 
national representatives. 

* Use e-mail or phone. (Paper 
mail is delayed by the screening 
process.)

* Tell your story (why this is  
important to you; what personal 
experience formed your view).

* Stress shared values.
* Find something positive for 

which to say “thank you.”
* As few as twenty communica-

tions can make a difference.  
Your legislator wants to hear 
from you.

Mosque Tour and Conversation 
with Moina Shaiq and Shamsa 
Rafay
Tour participants learned the  
spiritual relevance of artistic and 
graphical elements seen in the mosque. 
Lines woven into the mosque’s carpets 
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By WAndA GArrett, CommUniCAtions CoordinAtor

Our upcoming Leadership Training Events on January 27 and February 3 will 
continue the theme of The Power of Bold. Both events will begin with registra-
tion at 9am, and the program will run from 9:30am to 12:30pm.

Our keynote speaker is Pastor Robin Mathews-Johnson, currently la pastora 
at Watsonville First UMC. She has a passion for working on immigration  
issues, and will explore the topic with us, asking questions such as “Where do 
we stand?” “Where does God call us to stand?” “As United Methodist Women, 
what can we do?”

Following Pastor Robin’s keynote presentation, we will break out into small 
groups according to leadership role and/or topic of interest. The following  
breakout groups will be offered:   
President, Secretary, Treasurer, UMW 
in Mission, Program Planning, Team-
ing up to Grow UMW, Knowing God

There is no registration fee, but 
please do register in advance of the 
event. Registration is requested by 
January 20 (for the Fremont event) or 
January 27 (for the Watsonville event). 
The registration form is included in  
this newsletter, as well as on our 
website at <elcaminorealumw.org>. 

MISSION LINK:
Mission Link is published quarterly. Each issue is also available on the El Camino 
Real District UMW website <www.elcaminorealumw.org>.
Please direct items for publication in Mission Link to Wanda Garrett, El Camino Real 
District UMW Communications Coordinator. Please send address changes to El 
Camino Real District UMW President K Stone.
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PURPOSE
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose pUrpose is to 
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the church.

El Camino Real District UMW

Leadership Training Events 

further The Power of Bold

January 27  
Fremont First UMC

February 3  
Watsonville First UMC

Pastor Robin Mathews-Johnson

2018 distriCt teAm

PRESIDENT: K STONE

VICE PRESIDENT:LYNN HERMOSO

TREASURER: SHARON DAVIS 

SECRETARY: KAREN RAY

SECRETARY OF PROGRAM RESOURCES:  
DEBBIE OW

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR, 
WEBSITE EDITOR: WANDA GARRETT

MEMBER AT LARGE: MONICA ABERIN UBUNGEN

 MISSION COORDINATORS

SPIRITUAL GROWTH: SANDRA NESHEIM

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH: 
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EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION: 
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 COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

CHAIRPERSON: TBD
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Toilea Ahio
Elizabeth Antolin
Dee Anne Paron
Betty Spencer Dickey
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Notes            .from the President

Holiday Greetings!

I hope you are enjoying the holidays.  I’m  
writing this the Sunday after Thanksgiving  
and currently my house is decorated for  

Hallogivingmas.  My goal over the next couple of 
days is to have it decorated for Christmas and for  
my cold to be all gone!

It’s been another year of exciting journeys.  In 
February we had our Leadership Events where  
Rev. Kristie Olah was our speaker.  April was our 
weekend Spiritual Retreat at Mission Springs in 
Scotts Valley, CA with Rev. Linda Holbrook as our 
leader. Maybe you got a chance to go to the Social 
Justice Event in Carson City, NV.  At our Confer-
ence United Methodist Women breakfast held during 
Annual Conference, Paul Jeffrey was our speaker. 
Did you get a chance to attend one of the Mission u 
events?  

The Conference Annual Celebration was held on 
October 21st in Loomis, CA where we heard from 
Linda Kennedy and where there were workshops to 
attend.

On October 28th our District held its Annual  
Celebration at Fremont St Paul UMC.  Our theme 
this year was United Methodist Women: Bridge 
Builders.  Our keynote speaker was Shamsa Rafay, 
who shared stories of her life as a Muslim woman 
and stories of her faith.  Shamsa and Moina Shaiq led 
two of our workshops in the afternoon where there 
was more discussion and questions answered along 
with a tour of the mosque that is next door to St. Paul 
UMC. We had a workshop called Finding Common 
Ground led by Carolyn Leone Levering, member of 
the Board of Governance of Friends Committee  

on National Legislation, and Kevan Insko,  
Director of Program & Organizational Development 
with Friends Committee on Legislation of California. 
Our fourth workshop was called From Diversity  
to Inclusion and was led by the Rev. Dale  
Weatherspoon from Easter Hill UMC. With his  
experience from being on the General Commission 
on Religion and Race and a facilitator for iRelate, 
he led a very thought provoking and informative 
workshop.

I hope you were able to attend some of these  
wonderful events that occurred in 2017.  Next year 
looks to be just as exciting with many opportunities 
to be in community with other United Methodist 
Women.  If you are planning on attending the  
Assembly in Columbus, Ohio in May, that commu-
nity of United Methodist Women will be even bigger 
and far reaching.

This is my last article as your District President, 
a position that has brought me great joy.  You have 
invited me to come to your churches and talk about 
a subject that is near and dear to my heart, United 
Methodist Women.  Thank you.  The best part for me 
is that I’m not going anywhere, I still live in the El 
Camino Real District and so I will be seeing you at 
upcoming events.  

On January 1st I will be taking on a new  
position as your Vice President of the California-
Nevada Conference United Methodist Women.

Blessings,
Sally Wenzel, President 

El Camino Real District UMW
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El Camino Real District UMW 
Leadership Training Events

Saturday January 27, 2018 
Fremont First UMC, Fremont, CA

Saturday, February 3, 2018 
Watsonville First UMC, Watsonville, CA

See Events & News at <www.elcaminorealumw.org>
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See Events & News at <www.elcaminorealumw.org>
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Committee 
on 

Nominations

The Committee on Nominations 
worked on a slate of District officers 
for next year that filled positions of 

outgoing officers as well as officers for posi-
tions not filled last year.  The dedication and 
networking that we did helped us get a full 
slate of officers for next year.  We enjoyed 
meeting new friends as well as networking 
with current friends.

Our committee met by conference call,  
e-mails, and twice in person – once over 
dinner at Panera and then at the Mission 
Springs Retreat.  We considered those who 
gave us their information sheets, those whom 
we knew from our churches, and those whom 
we had met a different events. When it came 
time to choose the officers for the different 

Our newly-elected District Team  
members are:

First two-year term
President: K Stone
Ask K about Connect, Communicate,  
Collaborate and Celebrate, the 4 C’s.  K is 
a Mom, G’ma, Sister, AK (aunt) and Friend 
who loves God, her church family at Almaden 
Hills UMC in San Jose and her UMW Sisters 
of Grace! K has served as the district Mission 
Coordinator for Membership Nurture and 
Outreach and has been a driving force behind 
two very successful Limitless events, events 
to whet young women’s interest in UMW.  K 
believes in the - Power of United Methodist 
Women and believes  WE can rock the world!
Vice President: Lynn Hermoso
Lynn is excited about joining the El Camino 
Real District UMW leadership team.  She is 
a member of Valley Faith UMC in Sunnyvale 
and has served as the Chair of the Board 
of Trustees since 2016 seeing her church 
through a building project.  Now that project 
is winding down, she feels that her experi-
ence as the Chair has helped equip her for 
a leadership role on the district team.  Her 
employment as an event planner has prepared 
her well for the position of Vice President.

2018 Calendar
 January 27 Leadership Training Event 

 Fremont First UMC,  
 Fremont, CA

 February 3 Leadership Training Event 
 Watsonville First UMC, 
 Watsonville, CA

 Mar 16-18 Spiritual Retreat at Mission 
Springs 
 Scotts Valley, CA 

 April 14 California-Nevada 
Conference UMW Social 
Action Event 
 Sacramento First UMC

  April 18-20 20th Assembly of United 
Methodist Women 
 Columbus, OH

 June 23 UMW Breakfast (during 
Annual Conference) 
 Location TBA

 August 4 Mission u:  One-Day Event 
 Location TBA

 Aug 10-11 Mission u:  Two-Day Event 
 Trinity UMC, Chico, CA

 Aug 17-19 Mission u:  Weekend Event 
 Wesley UMC, Fresno, CA

 October 20 California-Nevada 
Conference UMW Annual 
Celebration 
 Korean UMC of Santa 
 Clara Valley, San Jose, CA

 October 27 El Camino Real District 
UMW Annual Celebration 
 Location TBA

Page 6-a

El Camino Real District UMW
Welcome 
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Welcome to our 2018 District Team

Communications Coordinator:  
Wanda Garrett
Wanda recently moved to half-time work as an 
intranet program manager. She also volunteers 
at the local Senior Center as a “computer co-
pilot,” and at Morgan Hill UMC as music leader,  
Trustees secretary, web coordinator, and 
newsletter publisher. In spare time she enjoys 
gardening, cooking, working with chainmaille, 
weaving, and making (legally) and photograph-
ing fireworks, and is learning to watercolor. She 
is married and has a young adult son.
Secretary of Program Resources:  
Debbie Ow

Debbie joined UMW four years ago and is 
now the Treasurer of her local unit.  She loves 
being a member of UMW because of the friends 
she has made, the great events she’s attended, the 
mission projects UMW support and the fantastic 
Reading Program! Debbie is looking forward 
to working with all of our members to increase 
participation in this very valuable educational 
resource.   On the personal side, Debbie has two 
daughters and four granddaughters (ages 10, 8, 
6 and 5), works as the accounting manager for 
a non-profit retirement community. and hopes 
to retire in a few more years.

 President K Stone, San Jose Almaden Hills UMC
 Vice President Lynn Hermoso, Sunnyvale Valley Faith UMC
 Treasurer Sharon Davis, Walnut Creek UMC
 Secretary of Program Resources Debbie Ow, San Jose Almaden Hills UMC 
 Communications Coordinator Wanda Garrett, Morgan Hill UMC
 Member at Large Monica Aberin Ubungen, Jose Alum Rock UMC
 Committee on Nominations Chair: tbd. Members: Dee Anne Paron, Toi Ahio, 

Elsie Antolin, Betty Spencer Dickey
 MIssion Coordinators 
 ����������������������������������������� Social Action Katherine Kim, San Jose Korean UMC of SCV
 ������� Membership Nurture & Outreach Melesa Taumoepeau, Carlos Fale Hufanga UMC
 �������������������Education & Interpretation Rhonda Canale, San Jose Cambrian Park UMC

positions, some ladies we checked with wanted to wait until another year, and some were ready 
to step in ASAP. With team work we were able to create the 2018 slate of officers who were elected 
at the District Annual Celebration at St. Paul’s in Fremont.

The newly elected officers are:

Mission Coordinator for Social Action:  
Katherine Kim
Katherine (or Kathy) is a member of the Korean 
UMC of Santa Clara Valley.  She has served as 
a Director of the Women’s Division (now known 
as United Methodist Women, Inc), as a member 
of the Program Advisory Group (a national UMW 
organization) and as the Korean Coordinator for 
the CA-NV Conference UMW.  In her retirement, 
she started two programs at her church to meet the 
needs of the seniors in their community.  She is an 
outspoken advocate for social justice.
Member at Large: Monica Aberin Ubungen
Monica is a member of Alum Rock UMC where 
she is the worship leader.  She credits this to the 
mentoring she received from United Method-
ist Women as she was growing up. Monica is  
passionate about racial justice, Bible study and 
worship.  She is eager to become more engaged 
with United Methodist Women because of the 
impact they have had on her life.

Second year, first two-year term
Mission Coordinator for Education and  
Interpretation: Rhonda Canale
Rhonda has three sons and three grand-
daughters.  She is the Director of the No. CA  
Ecumenical Media Resource Center.  Rhonda was 
introduced to the Women’s Society of Christian 
Service (a predecessor organization to UMW) by 
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The 2018 Committee on Nominations will start getting 
together in January to create a slate of officers for 2019– 
this will be an important time because of the change in 
districts and the tenure of some of the continuing officers.

If you are interested or know someone who might 
be interested in serving on the El Camino Real District 
Team, or if you would like more information about any 
of the offices, please contact one of the members of the 
Nomination Committee.  They are: 

DeeAnne Paron
Toi Ahio 
Elsie Antolin 
Betty Spencer Dickey 

Aloha,
Patricia Madsen,

2017 Chair, Committee on Nominations

her mother and grandmothers, who saved their egg money and held  
bake sales to raise money for mission.  Rhonda has served on the 
District Team as the Secretary of Program Resources.

Second two-year term
Treasurer: Sharon Davis
Sharon was employed for over 30 years as an Accounting Manager.  
She has held the office of President, Vice President, and Treasurer 
on the local UMW board at Walnut Creek UMC. She enjoys singing 
with the Walnut Creek UMC choir and sang at Carnegie Hall in 2011. 
She toured in Italy this past spring with a small women’s group, and  
handbells. She knits and sews whenever she gets the chance, and 
recently took up quilting. Sharon looks forward to the opportunity to 
serve on the district team.
Mission Coordinator for Membership Nurture and Outreach: 
Melesa Finau Taumoepeau
Melesa is a mother of four, three girls and one boy, ages 7 to 18 and has 
been married to her husband, Salesi, for 20 years.  Melesa has always 
been a champion of the underdog which is one reason she is attracted 
to UMW.  Melesa is an active member of her church, Fale Hufanga 
UMC in San Carlos, and serves as a youth director.

Four-year term
Member, Committee on Nominations: Betty Spencer Dickey
Betty began her service beyond the local organization of United  
Methodist Women as the Membership Nurture and Outreach Coor-
dinator for the San Jose District UMW.  Since then she has served as 
District President, Conference Membership Nurture and Outreach, and 
Co-Dean of Mission u.  She  is a proud grandmother and happily has a 
new grandchild living near her which she dotes on.  Betty is a member 
of Cambrian Park UMC in San Jose.

Page 7
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READING PROGRAM 2017
At our Annual Celebration in October we gave Reading Program  
Certificates to members of our District who had either completed level 
I, II, III or IV of the Program. 

If you are interested in participating in the Reading Program and 
being recognized next year, it’s easy! Choose and follow one of the 
four plans, which relate to the number of books read. When you have 
read the required number of books and magazine issues, report your 
completion to your local member in charge of Program Resources.  
Books from lists of the past five years can be included – for example, 
titles read from the 2013 list will be credited through December 31,  
2018.  

Debbie Ow is our new Secretary of Program Resources. If you 
have questions please contact her and she will be glad to help you get 
started or answer questions for those you have already been part of the 
reading program. Information is also available on our District UMW 
website <elcaminorealumw.org> and also the national UMW website 
<www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram>.
Walnut Creek
 Plan I Karen Jones, Lynda Justice
 Plan II Denise Pullen

Campbell
 Plan I Patty Henderson
 Plan II Darlene Dyer

Concord
 Plan I Catherine Henslee
 Plan II Linda Jinks
 Plan III Delores Loague
 Plan IV Debbie Bye, Hannah Beye, 

Dolores Edwards, Marian Lee

Livermore, Asbury 
 Plan I Martha Fields, Ann Lopez
 Plan II Lorraine Magee
 Plan IV Edie Lamb, Diane Larder

Los Altos
 Plan I Jean Fickett, Ginny 

Lau
 Plan II Anne Akey
 Plan III Harriet Palmer
 Plan IV Barbara Paterson, 

Harriet Stenberg

Palo Alto, First
 Plan I Kathy Rose,  

Bernice Smoll, 
Mary Lu Wood

San Jose, Almaden Hills 
 Plan I Julie Asada, Bonnie 

Home, K Stone, 
Debbie Ow

Building Bridges  cont’d from p. 1
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Pastor Dale 
Weatherspoon 
led a 
thoughtful 
discussion on 
how we can 
move from 
diversity to full 
inclusion.

Moina Shaiq and keynote speaker 
Shamsa Rafay led a tour of the Islamic 
Society of East Bay mosque, a next door 
neighbor to Fremont St. Paul UMC.

Music 
leader 
Carolyn 
Lamcke 
energized 
the event 
with 
uplifting 
hymn 
selections 

help the congregants line up properly, 
shoulder to shoulder, for their prayers.  
Calligraphy and geometric designs are 
used in decorations but there are no  
images of the prophets.  Wall posters 
display the structured prayers written in 
several languages, including English.  

The discussion leaders explained the 
Five Pillars of Islam, what it’s like to go 
on a Pilgrimage, and the challenges of 
being a Muslim woman in our California 
communities today.
From Diversity to Inclusion with 
Pastor Dale Weatherspoon
Pastor Dale described the difference  
between diversity and inclusion.  Diversity 
is all the things that make us different, while 
inclusion is the action of being part of something together.  
“Diversity” is being invited to the party; “Inclusion” is 
being asked to dance!  

In meetings, remember to “invite” everyone there to 
speak, even if they “pass” on that invitation.  Some may 
have to be “invited” several times before they are ready 
to speak, or to say “yes” to a job.  Beware of discounting 
someone’s comments simply because they look different 
from you.  Rather than argue, assume positive intent.   Focus 
on truly “seeing” that person.  

A wonderful way to make new friends is to plan a choir 
exchange or a pulpit exchange with another church. When 
you invite a teen to your church council, actually listen 
to that teen.   An Oklahoma woman told Pastor Dale that 
her church had no diversity.  He asked if there were both 
blue collar and white collar members?  City people and 
rural dwellers?  Older and younger?  Those who prefer 
contemporary worship or traditional?  She said they had 
all those variations; he replied that that is Diversity!
Remembering our PURPOSE
We ended the day pledging our commitments to the 
Pledge to Mission. President Sally Wenzel recognized our  
outgoing officers. Past CA-NV Conference UMW officer 
Kat Teraji installed the new and returning officers  
for 2018.

Rev. Anne Choy presented the Service of Holy Com-
munion. This inspirational event certainly reminded us of 
our PURPOSE ... ”to know God and to experence freedom 
as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the  
church.”
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FIVE MISSION TODAY UNITS 2017
At the District UMW Annual Celebration in October, five 
local units were recognized for achieving “Mission Today” 
status. To do so, they met at least eight of 17 criteria that:
• encourage the use of the mission resources available 

through United Methodist Women; 
• increase contact between the local unit and mission 

projects and personnel to gain an understanding of how 
our Mission Giving through United Methodist Women 
is used; 

• expand concepts of mission, including social justice as 
mission; 

• energize United Methodist women to be more  involved 
in mission through prayer, study, and action. 

You may learn more about the Mission Today program on 
our District UMW website 
<elcaminorealumw.org/unit-resources/mission-today/>. 
The 2017 Mission Today units are:
Concord
Salinas First
San Jose, St. Paul’s

United Methodist Women have been supporting  
mission to women, children, and youth for almost  
150 years. Our five channels of mission giving  
provide impact locally, nationally, and globally.  

For a minimum donation of $60 your unit can be a Five 
Star giver, by dividing your gift on the remittance form as 
follows:
Pledge to Mission ������������������������������� $ 5�00
Special Mission Recognition (pin) ������ $40�00
Gift to Mission (cards) ������������������������$ 5�00
Gift in Memory ����������������������������������� $ 5�00
World Thank Offering �������������������������$ 5�00

Those units who gave to all five channels of mission 
giving in 2017 were recognized at the recent Annual  
Celebration as a Five Star unit.

Brentwood
Concord
Daly City
Fremont, First
Gilroy
Livermore, Asbury
Los Altos
Marina
Milpitas, Genesis
Salinas, First
San Jose, Almaden Hills
San Jose, Alum Rock
San Jose, Cambrian Park

23 UNITS RECOGNIZED FOR 5-STAR GIVING
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San Jose, Willow Glen
Walnut Creek

will soon be coming to a close.  If you have money you would 
like to turn in before the end of the year, please send me your 
remittances by December 15, 2017.  If your local unit planned to 
be a Five Star Unit, but did not have all five categories satisfied 
before our District Annual Celebration, please do turn the funds 
in now.  Your remittances received after the Annual Meeting 
will be counted when determining Five Star Units for 2018.

I have included a year to date financial statement of the 
ECRD Administrative & Membership funds as a Budget vs. 
Actual comparison.  Not all expenses have been turned in for 
the year as of publication of the newsletter.  There are unspent 
funds of $5,259 remaining in the budget.  A large part of that 
is money for Mission u scholarships.  Encourage new mem-
bers to attend Mission u.  Watch for announcements about  
scholarships in Spring 2018.

Our 2016 books were audited this year, both administrative 
funds and pledge monies received.  The auditor did not accept 
payment for the work performed, so no expense is showing on 
that line.

Please mark your calendars for the Leadership Training Events 
on January 27 and February 3.  There is always something for 
everyone whether or not you are a local officer.  I look forward 
to seeing each of you in the new year.

Treasurer                            .
sHAron dAvis, treAsUrer 

 2017 2017
 Budget Actual
Income from CA/NV Conference UMW for 
Administrative and Member Development  $3,000

Expenses  
Leadership  Development Events �������������������������� $500 ������$696
Mission Springs Retreat & Deposit 2018 �������������� 5,000 �����5,072
Mission u Scholarships/Officer Registrations���������� 3,500 ��������600
ECRD Annual Celebration ���������������������������������������� 500 ��������641
CA/NV Annual Celebration���������������������������������������� $0 ��������207
Officer Team Expense ������������������������������������������ 2,300 �����1,026
Audit ������������������������������������������������������������������������ 500 ������������0
Newsletter ��������������������������������������������������������������� 500 ������������0
Special Mission Recognition /Memorial ����������������� 150 ������������0

 Total Expenses ���������$13,500 �����8,242

 Bank Balance as of Nov. 30, 2017 �����������$9,293

San Jose, St. Paul’s
San Jose, Willow Glen
Santa Clara
Santa Cruz
South San Francisco, Hope
Sunnyvale, First
Sunnyvale, Trinity
Sunnyvale, Valley Faith
Walnut Creek
Watsonville, First

Another year ...

Building Bridges  continued
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News            .

Coming in 2019: moving from  
four districts to five districts
By sAlly Wenzel, 2017 president

During Annual Conference in June of this year it was voted on to  
become five districts instead four. For the Annual Conference this  
became effective on July 1, 2017. Because the United Methodist Women 
have a different structure, we will not be switching to five districts until 
January of 2019.  In the mean time we will be putting together new 
leadership teams for those districts that are affected by this change.  
More information will be coming later in 2018.

Local unit contacts needed for 
2018 ECRD Directory
By kAren rAy, seCretAry

To update the District UMW Directory for 
2018, we need to be sure the contact informa-
tion we have for your local unit is current.  
Please email Karen Ray your 2018 officer list  
with the following information for each officer: Office 
Title, Name, Address, Phone, Email.

Please submit by January 15, 2018.

Subscribe to Quick News for latest info
By    WAndA GArrett, CommUniCAtions CoordinAtor

How can you be sure to get the latest information about El Camino Real District 
UMW events and activities? Sign up for the District UMW Quick News!  This 
is a periodic email that provides:
• Announcement of District and local events
• Information about District and local UMW activities
• Notification that the “Mission Link” newsletter is available online

If you already receive the Quick News, then you do not need to do anything 
to continue receiving it. To change your subscription, follow the links at the  
bottom of one of the Quick News emails.

If you do not receive the Quick News, just send an email to <communication@
elcaminorealumw.org> with your name, and state that you wish to subscribe. 

By k stone, 2017 viCe-president

With sincere appreciation and best wishes for the future, to our 
outgoing officers:
• Sally Wenzel, President
• Connie Hunter, Member, Committee on Nominations
• Kathy Takeda, Member, Committee on Nominations
• Patricia Madsen, Chair, Committee on Nominations
• Pat Farrow, Mission Coordinator for Social Action

“Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened.” 
Dr. Seuss

We are so very grateful for your contributions to El Camino District 
United Methodist Women.

Thank you to outgoing officers
right: Patricia Madsen and 

Connie Hunter receiving thanks 
for their service on the District 

Team
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below: Incoming president K 
Stone is welcomed by outgoing 
president Sally Wenzel.

Incoming and second-term District UMW 
leaders were nominated, approved, and 

welcomed to the 2018 District Team (from 
left) Debbie Ow, Wanda Garrett, K Stone, 

Lynn Hermoso, Sharon Davis, Melesa 
Taumoepeau, Betty Spencer Dickey

Welcome incoming 
District Team



United Methodist Women, El Camino Real District

By Connie HUnter

The ‘Campaign for Racial Justice’ was initiated by the Charter for Racial Justice Committee of 
the CA-NV Conference UMW in the fall of 2011 as a call to encourage local units to study and 
take action to end racism.  As has become entirely too evident, we are not finished with this work.

During our El Camino Real District UMW Annual Celebration, we were pleased to recognize 
four local organizations of UMW that participated in the Campaign for Racial Justice in the past 
year. They are:

Campaign for Racial Justice

Social Action                            .

Concord UMW
The Concord UMC 
L o c a l  M i s s i o n s 
Committee (whose  
members are primarily 
from UMW) recently 
sponsored a program 
cal led  “Diffus ing  
Hatred.” The Rever-
end Will McGarvey, 
Executive Director of 
the Interfaith Council 
of Contra Costa, led the 
workshop. He explored 
with the participants 
how to communicate 
in a mutually beneficial 
nonviolent way. 

San Jose, Almaden Hills UMW
The Almaden HIlls UMW small group 
(Susanna Wesley Women) read three books 
from the UMW reading list for this year’s 
reading certificate and discussed each one 
at a monthly meeting.  In June, several 
members toured the Gurdwara Sahib Sikh 
temple in the Evergreen foothills of San Jose. 
When we arrived, we were given guidance 
for preparing to enter the temple. In one of 
the meditation rooms which also serves as 
a museum, our guide told the history of the 
Sikh religion. The religion encourages its 
followers to provide for people in need, and 
for that reason its large dining room is open 
to anyone and everyone, 24 hours a day. At 
their invitation, we stayed after the tour for 
the free lunch. 

San Jose, Cambrian Park 
UMW
Rev. Dale Weatherspoon made 
an interactive presentation on 
“Living our Values in a Turbu-
lent World.”  People from other 
churches as well as Cambrian 
Park were invited to attend.  The 
scripture, Micah 6:8 “… what 
does the Lord require of you but  
to do justice, to love kindness 
(compassion) and to walk hum-
bly with your God.” served as 
the focus.  Participants walked 
away with three keys to having a 
meaningful conversation about 
race in the church or the work-
place. 

Walnut Creek 
UMW
The Social Action 
Coordinator pre-
sented two programs 
on Racial Justice to 
the UMW circles 
using information 
found in the UMW  
P r o g r a m  B o o k  
(current and past) and 
on the UMW website.

This image represents United Methodist Women’s commitment to 
work for racial justice. It symbolizes a world of racially and ethnically 
diverse peoples working together side by side to create a world in 
which every person has a voice, rights and opportunity for abundant 

life. Within the image are two hands joined together to work for justice for all God’s  
children.
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There are lots of ways to participate in the Campaign for Racial Justice. Those described above 
are just a few.  As you make plans for 2018, why not do something to promote racial justice in 
your community? 
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United Methodist 
Women

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Please share this newsletter 
with the members of your  
Local Unit

March 16 - 18
Mission Springs 
Retreat Center 

Scotts Valley, CA

Check the District website  
<www.elcaminorealumw.org> and watch for a 
Quick News e-mail for more information

reGister Before deCemBer 31 At A disCoUnted fee of $295

United Methodist Women 
Assembly 2018 is a time for  

fellowship, equipping for service and  
collectively experiencing God’s call to mission 

with women, children and youth. 
Through moving worship, inspiring speakers, 

engaging exhibits, riveting workshops and town 
hall-style meetings, participants will leave Assem-

bly with knowledge, courage and determination to 
change the world as part of a daring and compassionate 

150-year-old movement of women committed to turning 
faith, hope and love into action.

Assembly 2018 will be at the Greater Columbus Convention Center,  
Columbus, Ohio, the same city that the first Assembly was in 150 years 
ago. It will begin Friday, May 18, and will conclude Sunday, May 20. In 
addition, there is an option to participate in an Ubuntu Day of Service on 
Thursday, May 17, for no additional fee.

Registration is open until April 9, 2018. The registration fee of $330 
includes high-quality faith-based programs and two healthy lunches for 
attendees during the May 18-20 event.

Get more information at <umwassembly.org/register/>

El  Camino Real District UMW 

Spiritual Retreat

With Retreat Leader 
Ms. Micheal Pope, 
CA-NV Conference Lay Leader and 
Chief Executive Officer of Alzheimer’s 
Services of the East Bay.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
ASSEMBLY MAY 18-20, 2018
GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER
COLUMBUS, OHIO

WHEN WOMEN UNITE,
BOLD AND  

COURAGEOUS
ACTIONS HAPPEN


