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Assembly is an inspirational, education-
al conference for women (and a few 
men), that – every four years – brings 

together more members and new women in 
one place at one time than any other program 
of the United Methodist Women.  

Assembly 2018 will be a forum for all 
women.  Assembly will offer an incredible 
personal faith journey through community 
building, training for action and visioning 
a movement for the future. Worship and 
plenaries infused with music and performing 
arts, quality workshops and riveting Town 
Hall meetings with important leaders, action  
opportunities and Experience Hall with edu-
cational immersion experiences await you.  

 Be part of THE POWER OF BOLD 
at Assembly 2018

When women UNITE, BOLD and COURAGEOUS actions happen!
Registration information
The early registration fee for Assembly 2018 is $295 with a November 30, 2017 
deadline.  After that date, the regular registration fee is $330.  This fee includes 
high-quality faith-based programs and two healthy lunches for attendees during 
the May 18-20, 2018 event.

2018 Assembly will be held at the Greater Columbus Convention Center, Co-
lumbus, Ohio, the same city that the first Assembly was in 150 years ago.  Nearby 
hotels range from $139 to $159 per night for up to four people (double/double room).
Get more information
<https://umwassembly.org/>



Committee on Nominations
Patricia Madsen

MISSION LINK:
Mission Link is published quarterly. Each issue is also available on the El Camino 
Real District UMW website <www.elcaminorealumw.org>.
Please direct items for publication in Mission Link to Wanda Garrett, El Camino Real 
District UMW Communications Coordinator. Please send address changes to El 
Camino Real District UMW President Sally Wenzel.
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Mission Link
is published quarterly by
EL CAMINO REAL DISTRICT 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
<www.elcaminorealumw.org>
Wesley United Methodist Church
Attn: Sally Wenzel, President 
 El Camino Real District UMW
566 North Fifth Street, San Jose, Ca 95112

PURPOSE
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PurPose is to 
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the church.

Called to Lead
The El Camino Real District United Methodist Women (UMW) are in 

search of a few good women  who are 
 passionate about UMW and have some time 

and energy to commit to the organization beyond the local unit.

In return for sharing your time and energy and living out your passion, 
you will have an opportunity to work with a wonderful group of women 
from across the district who  

 share a common purpose. You will see the quiet, 
understated 

Members of the 
Committee on Nominations

Elsie Antolin   
DeeAnne Paron 
Kathy Takeda  
Toilea Ahio  

 power of UMW changing the lives of women,  
children and youth in our communities.

 You will be blessed.

UMW is known for developing leaders – so having prior experience as 
an officer is not a requirement.  If you are feeling a nudge to spread your 
wings and to see and learn more about UMW, please contact one of the 
people listed below who will tell you more and answer your questions.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Patricia Madsen, Chair 
Committee on Nominations

To contact any District Team member, send an 
email to <www.elcaminorealumw.org>. Please 
include on the subject line, the Team member to 
whom your message should be directed.

2017 District Team
PRESIDENT: SALLY WENZEL

VICE PRESIDENT: K STONE

TREASURER: SHARON DAVIS 

SECRETARY: KAREN RAY

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR:  
WANDA GARRETT

SECRETARY OF PROGRAM RESOURCES: 
TBD

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR: WANDA GARRETT

 MISSION COORDINATORS

SPIRITUAL GROWTH: SANDRA NESHEIM

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH: 
MELESA TAUMOEPEAU

SOCIAL ACTION: TBD

EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION: 
RHONDA CANALE

 COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

CHAIRPERSON: PATRICIA MADSEN
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Connie Hunter, Toilea Ahio, Kathy Takeda, Dee 
Anne Paron, Elizabeth Antolin
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Notes            .from the President

As I write this, Labor Day will 
soon be upon us and if your 

church is like mine activities will 
“ramp up” shortly thereafter. The 
Chancel Choir and the Carillon 
Bell Choir that I belong to will 
start rehearsals, my local United 
Methodist Women will have their 
first board meeting since June and 
my circle will meet and I’m sure 
spend time catching up with each 
other from our summer travel’s 
and events. I always need the 
summer break but I’m always 
excited to get back to my active 
church life.

How has your summer been?  
Were you able to attend one of the 
Mission u events? Did you help 
with Vacation Bible School, be a 
part of a mission trip, care for a 
friend, travel, say prayers for  
others or visit with family or 
friends? Hopefully this summer 
you had an opportunity to care for 
yourself and/or others.

With fall approaching it means 
it’s time to plan on attending the 
District Annual Celebration on 
October 28th at St. Paul UMC 
in Fremont. There will be flyer 
included in this newsletter with 
more information, hope to see you 
there! 

Also in the month of October  
is the Conference Annual  
Celebration on October 21st at 
Loomis UMC in Loomis, CA.  
I’ll be there, will you?

At Annual Conference in 
June it was approved to add a 5th 
district to our conference. It was 
originally called the Sacramento 
District but will now be called Los 
Rios. This new district is made up 
of some of the churches that were 
formally in the Bridges District 
and El Camino Real District.  The 
Bridges District is no more.  The 
Bay Area District is made up of 
some of the churches that were 
in the Bridges District and some 
from El Camino Real District. 
This change took effect on July 1, 
2017, but not for the United Meth-
odist Women.  We will make the 
change starting January 1, 2019 
because we need the time to put 
together a new team of officers for 
the new district and replace those 
who will be changing districts.  A 
budget will also need to be put 
together for the new district. 

Have you ever thought of being 
a district officer? Unlike our local 
church officers, the officers from 
the district and beyond are held  
to term limits and so there is  

always a need for new faces 
on the boards.  Even when you 
change districts or conferences 
your years as an officer go with 
you.  

At the end of 2017 I will have 
termed out as a district officer, so 
it’s time for me to move out of 
the way to make room for new 
women to be a part of an amazing 
team of United Methodist Women 
working together. 

Blessings, 
Sally Wenzel, Presidentr

UMW, El Camino Real District

Greetings, Sisters
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Learning more about myseLf,  
others, our worLd, and our god
Weekend Mission u, Gardnerville Nevada
By Lynda Justice, WaLnut creek uMc

meticuLousLy pLanned, thought provoking, deepLy 
spirituaL, appropriate for our current times, and 
choreographed in muLti-Languages
Two-Day Mission u, Livermore California
By k stone, aLMaden HiLLs uMc, san Jose, ca

Every year when we start talking about attending  
Mission u I get excited. I can’t wait to be with 

friends, old and new. I can’t wait to learn more about 
myself, others, our world and our God. 

This year, the weekend event in Gardnerville, Nevada, 
did not disappoint. I participated in the “Living as a  
Covenant Community” study.  I enjoyed hearing the many 
different ideas of “covenant” our group discussed, and 
how important it is to fully understand the term.  There 
are numerous ways we can support each other, following the example of 
God who has always been our covenant maker and keeper.

In addition to taking one study, it was wonderful to be able to get a 
taste of the other studies 
with the wonderful leaders 
during each plenary session.  
I learned enough about the 
Missionary Conferences of 
the UMC from retired mis-
sionary Carol Partridge, and 
about climate justice from 
Sharon Delgado, to want to 
do further study on my own.

During our free time, the 

small group I was with considered 
different kinds of prayers and reflec-
tion.  The Prayer Walk we did was 
wonderful.

The Carson Valley UMC had 
a great deal to offer us, including 
the gorgeous setting. We could 
see a mountain from the sanctuary 
windows. Thanks to everyone who 
made this year so amazing. 

Four friends from Almaden Hills UMC - Lilian, Debbie, Doris, and K – 
journeyed from Woodland, Union City, and San Jose to come together 

for the two-day Mission u in Livermore, August 11 and 12. 
We four joined 120 women from all parts of the CA-NV Conference 

for this two-day event.  It was meticulously planned, thought provoking, 
deeply spiritual, appropriate for our current times, and choreographed in 
multi-languages.  The theme of this year’s Mission u, “Breaking down 
Walls of Barriers,” was carried throughout the entire program.  We expe-
rienced a mixture of spoken Korean and English, Native American time 
of prayer, and hymns sung in our various languages.

Below Women 
from around the 
California-Nevada 
Conference 
participated in 
the Mission u 
study topics.  At 
the weekend 
Mission u event, 
these women 
in the “Living 
as a Covenant 
Community” study 
group explored 
covenants in the 
Bible and what 
they reveal about 
God’s character 
and love for us.

Above: An amazing group of 
young women participated in 
“Unstoppable,” the Mission u 
Youth Study.

2017  
Mission u Breaking down  

       walls of barriers

Right  Cards 
with personal 
commitments for 
breaking barriers 
were placed inside 
a candle-lit cross. 
The border was 
then removed, 
illustrating our 
commitment to 
reach out beyond 
figurative walls.
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Four studies were offered:
* Spiritual Growth study “Living as a covenant community” led by Cynthia 
Stateman
* Issue study “Climate Justice: Call to Hope and Action” led by Rev. 
Sharon Delgado
* Geographic study “Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist 
Church in the United States” led by Carol Partridge

* Youth study (also referred to 
as “Unstoppable”), “In Mission  
Together – A Youth Study on  
Mission Conferences” led by Maya 
Parmar

I was able to audit all three adult 
studies, as they were all of interest to 
me.  With the information provided 
by the leaders, I look forward to 
being able to delve into the topics 
further in the future.

The most impressionable activity 
was one in which we wrote our per-
sonal commitment to break barriers 
on a 3x5 card.  We folded the card in 
half and placed it inside a candle-lit 
cross.  At the end, we removed the 
border of the cross, further indicat-
ing our commitment to reach out 
breaking down the border of walls.

As the Mission u co-deans noted, 
Mission u is about “learning together 
for the transformation of ourselves 
and the world.”  We need to start 
with our self and keep extending 
the boundaries and break down 
walls that divide us so that “ME” 
becomes “WE.”

Please join us next year.

Learning together for transformation
One-Day Mission u, Palo Alto California
By Bonnie HoMe, aLMaden HiLLs uMc, san Jose, ca

Palo Alto’s UMW went to great 
lengths to prepare for hosting 

Mission u.  Smiling hostesses and 
large signs guided us from room to 
room, and fabulous snacks kept us 
perking.

Our Co-Deans introduced them-
selves.  Judy Church of Modesto 
told of attending her first Mission 
u events on scholarships, and she 
continues to be grateful for that 
UMW generosity.  Rosie Kumar of 
Modesto came to the U.S. in 2000 
from Fiji, to escape from unrest in 
her homeland.  She was immedi-
ately welcomed by her Modesto 

church and never once felt like an  
outsider.  The church has nurtured 
her and her two boys.  

A bonus for the day was a 
presentation by Los Gatos United 
Methodist Church, promoting the 
“Lighting for Literacy” project.  
The church’s middle school youth  
assemble solar-powered LED 
strips of lights, and send them to 
be installed in dwellings around the 
world that have no electricity.  The 
devices have been sent to Mexico, 
Africa, Haiti, Guatemala, and India,  
as well as to Sioux and Navajo  
homes in the U.S.

Our 
Climate 
Justice 
class  
was led 
by Rev.

 Sharon Delgado from Nevada City, 
California, who has been educating 
people on this topic for 25 years.  
Her articles appear in Response 
magazine, and in the class textbook.

The Covenant Community class 
was led by Rev. Cynthia Stateman 
from Hanford.  She is a weaver, and 
she blessed our Communion service 
with her rich voice. 

The Youth Study was led by 
Maya Parmar from Elk Grove.  
The girls enjoyed painting as part 
of their study.

I attended the class on United 
Methodist Church Missionary 
Conferences, led by Carol Partridge 
from Martinez, who spent 15 years 
as a missionary in Macedonia.  
Carol collects nativity scenes and 
had brought some that represented 
each of the conferences in the study 
– Oklahoma Indian Missionary 
Conference, Red Bird Missionary 

The “Living as 
a Covenant 
Community” 
study group at 
each Mission u 
created an altar of 
meaningful shapes 
and phrases.

Big and useful, the red UMW tote bags raise funds for 
the UMW Legacy Fund Endowment,  The Legacy Fund 
is a forward-thinking permanent endowment which 
will ensure a regular source of support to permanently 
sustain our ongoing mission with women, children, and 
youth. The Fund’s goal is $60 million by UMW 150th 
anniversary in 2019, and we are a third of the way there 
with $17.4 million.

A solar panel 
powers a 3-foot 
long strip of bright 
LED lights in 
this joint venture 
between Los 
Gatos UMC youth 
and Los Gatos 
Morning Rotary. 
Each spring, 
Los Gatos UMC 
Volunteers in 
Mission (VIM) 
teams install 
lighting kits at their 
UMVIM mission 
site in Colonet, 
Mexico. 

continued on page 6
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Summer is coming to an  
end and fall brings new  
opportunities to get together 

again.  The Annual Celebration of 
the El Camino Real District United 
Methodist Women is coming soon.  
In addition to learning how we can 
be bridge builders with our sisters 
from around the world, we will be 
celebrating the generous mission 
giving of your local United Method-
ist Women units to women, children, 
and youth.

If your unit has given to all five 
channels of mission giving, it will 

Treasurer 
sHaron davis

be recognized at the Annual Celebration as a Five Star 
Unit.  For a $60 donation your unit can be a Five Star 
giver by dividing your gift on the remittance form as 
follows:
 Pledge to Mission $5.00
 Special Mission Recognition (pin) $40.00
 Gift to Mission (cards) $5.00
 Gift in Memory $5.00
 World Thank Offering $5.00

It is not necessary to contact me if you have already 
remitted to all five channels of mission giving by  
September 1.  I will be reviewing what has been turned 
in since September 1, 2016, the deadline for our last 
year’s annual celebration.

Thank you to all of you who turned in a pledge card 
for 2018.  A number of you have let me know your group 
did not meet over the summer and could not submit 
until the fall.  Please do send me your unit’s pledge 

card when you are ready.
And lastly, thanks to all who 

responded so promptly to the audi-
tor’s request to confirm your unit’s 
financial activity for 2016.  If your 
local unit was audited as part of your 
church annual audit, please send a 
copy of the review to me.

Hope to see you all at the El 
Camino Real District Annual  
Celebration on October 28 at St. 
Paul UMC in Fremont.

Conference, and The Alaska United 
Methodist Conference.  We watched 
videos showing the 450 mountains in 
Appalachia that have had their tops 
blown off to get to the coal. Very few 
people are employed by this kind 
of mining  Rivers are poisoned and 
floods occur, and only 7% of the 
county’s coal is recovered this way. 

During the plenary session, each 
of these conferences was repre-
sented in the readings.  (1) Blackfoot  

“warrior” Elouise Cobell spent 
fifteen years of her life to win the 
largest class-action suit ever on 
behalf of Native Americans.  The 
award was $3.4 billion – less than 
the $176 billion the tribes were 
owed, but it was one step toward 
justice.  (2) In Appalachia, Eula 
Hall’s herculean efforts founded 
the Mud Creek Clinic for the com-
munity where she was raised.  When 
an arsonist burned it to the ground, 

Mission u  continued from page 5

the local people raised $102,000 in 
90 days to match the $80,000 from 
the Appalachian commission to 
rebuild the clinic, making it far bet-
ter than before. (3) Charlie Brower 
is an Alaska Native pastor serving 
Nome’s Community UMC. We 
heard the heart-wrenching story of 
his childhood when he was torn away 
from his family and culture with no 
say in what was happening to him.  
But he says that God led him back 
home to minister to his people. 

Thrilling and inspiring music 
was provided by Jo Neish, Tracy 
Menicucci, and Marlene Ward.

Our final activity was to write on 
3x5 cards our personal commitments 
to breaking barriers, fold the cards 
into little tents, and place them inside 
a candle-lit cross. Then the blue tape 
edging the cross was removed by 
our teen participants, showing the 
borders broken and open.

A choir of 
Korean 
women in 
traditional 
dress 
silently 
appeared 
and began 
singing. 
It was a 
worshipful 
and 
uplifting. 
experience 
for all.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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United Methodist Women Celebrate!
District 2017 Annual Celebration

El Camino 
Real 

District

Children and grandchildren  
a re  back in  school .   
Vacations are over.  Fall is 

approaching.  
Soon members of United  

Methodist Women from across the 
El Camino Real District will gather 
for their Annual Celebration, under 
the theme of “United Methodist 
Women: Bridge Builders.”  

Together we will worship and 
celebrate – celebrate the lives of 
the women who have passed away  
during the past year, celebrate 
the ways we have been vessels of 
God’s love in this world, celebrate 
the women who have responded to 

You are invited!
El Camino Real District United Methodist Women

Annual Celebration

United Methodist Women: Bridge Builders

Saturday, October 28th, 2017 
Fremont St. Paul United Methodist Church

(see registration form in this newsletter)

God’s call to serve as district leaders, 
celebrate God’s presence among us 
and more.  
Our keynote speaker is 
Shamsa Rafay
No matter how skillful one is as a 
“bridge builder,” there is much to 
learn to hone our skills. This year, 
we are delighted that our keynote 
speaker is Shamsa Rafay, a Muslim 
woman who will share stories that 
bring the tenets of Islam to life and 
expose the challenges and joys of 
raising a family and being a Muslim 
in our community today. 

Have you always wanted to tour 

a mosque and talk with a Muslim?  
Have you found yourself struggling 
to engage in meaningful dialogue 
with your sister or cousin who has 
a political perspective opposite to 
yours?  Are you a member of a diverse 
community that is seeking to bridge 
cultural differences, and to become 
one as children of God?  

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of 
these questions, there will be an 
afternoon workshop for you.  
Come, worship and celebrate!
Come, renew friendships and make 
new friends! Come, hone your skills 
as a bridge builder!

Calif-Nevada Annual Conference 
2017 UMW Breakfast
By Sally Wenzel

The annual uMW BreakfaST during this year’s 
California-Nevada Annual Conference Session was a 
wonderful event! The United Methodist Women of Hale 
Hufanga United Methodist Church in Burlingame were 
the hosts, providing a delicious meal and beautiful space.

Paul Jeffrey was our guest speaker this year.  He is 
a master of making his photos come alive as he tells  

Paul Jeffrey is 
a missionary 
with the 
General Board 
of Global 
Ministries of 
The United 
Methodist 
Church, 
documenting 
the work of the church around the 
world as senior correspondent for 
Response, the magazine of United 
Methodist Women

stories of those he has met around 
the world on his mission trips. 

This was my third time hearing 
him speak, and each time he has 
inspired me to keep up the work to 
help others around the world.  

He reconfirmed to me all that the 
United Methodist Women are doing 
right in the world.



California-Nevada Annual Conference UMW 
Annual Celebration
Saturday October 21, 2017 
Loomis UMC, Loomis, CA

See Events & News at <www.elcaminorealumw.org>

El Camino Real District UMW 
Annual Celebration
Saturday October 28, 2017 

St. Paul UMC, Fremont, CA

See Events & News at <www.elcaminorealumw.org>



UMW CALENDAR 2017
California Nevada Conference UMW 

Annual Celebration 
October 21, Loomis UMC, Loomis, CA

 Spkr: Linda Kennedy, Storyteller Extraordinaire
 Theme: Storytelling

El Camino Real District UMW 
Annual Celebration 

October 28, St. Paul UMC, Fremont, CA
 Theme: United Methodist Women: Bridge Builders

2018

Leadership Training Event 
January 13, Location TBA

Leadership Training Event 
January 27, Location TBA

Spiritual Retreat at Mission Springs 
March 16 - 18, 2018 

Mission Springs Conference Center, Scotts Valley

20th Assembly of United Methodist Women 
May 18-20, 2018, Columbus, Ohio

Mission u Events
 Locations, dates TBA

California Nevada Conference UMW 
Annual Celebration 

October TBA, Location TBA

El Camino Real District UMW 
Annual Celebration 

October TBA, Location TBA

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

P A I D 
Permit #1283 
San Jose, CA

Wesley United Methodist Church    
Attn: Sally Wenzel, President
 El Camino Real District UMW
566 North Fifth Street 
San Jose, CA 95112

September, 2017

United Methodist 
Women

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Please share this 
newsletter with the 
members of your  
Local Unit

El Camino Real District UMW website 
<www.elcaminorealumw.org>

WHEN WOMEN UNITE,
BOLD AND COURAGEOUS
ACTIONS HAPPEN
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ASSEMBLY MAY 18-20, 2018
GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER
COLUMBUS, OHIO


