
beautiful moment.  When you need it, you can bring 
that moment back.

SILENCE – Silence is God’s first language.  We are 
impatient in waiting for God to speak, but God can be 
comfortable just resting with us.

PRAYER – We are to “pray without ceasing,” mak-
ing our entire life a prayer. A loved one’s release from 
suffering can be a prayer answered.

DISCERNMENT – The decision you make does not 
affect you alone.  Consider how your decision affects 
someone else.

FORGIVENESS – This is hardest thing a Christian 
is asked to do, even though it eliminates the desire for 
revenge.  We forgive but need not forget.  The prodigal 
son was forgiven, but not given additional inheritance.

JUSTICE – Should everyone who breaks a law be 
arrested?  Can we honestly say we have never broken 
the speed limit?  Should we be arrested for that?

GRATITUDE – The note of thanks you write may 
be the only one that person receives.  Keep a Lenten 
gratitude journal.  Imagine a video of your past week, 
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By Bonnie Home, AlmAden Hills UmW

Between the time  Rev. Linda Holbrook agreed 
to lead this year’s El Camino Real District 
UMW Retreat at Mission Springs and the day 

the Retreat began on March 31, a lot of unexpected 
things happened!  But on the first evening of the Retreat,  
Pastor Linda and the 80 retreaters were ready to focus 
on the sacred work of tending their souls.  To lose one’s 
soul is like losing one’s credit card and there should 
definitely be an urgency in finding it!

U s i n g  t h e  “ L e c t i o  D i v i n a ”  m e t h o d ,  
Psalm 63:1-8 was read frequently throughout 
the weekend. Listeners were to notice words 
that spoke to them ... “O God, thou art my God 
... my soul thirsts for thee ... thy steadfast love 
is better than life... I will lift up my hands and 
call on thy name ... in the shadow of your wings 
I sing for joy.”

Pastor Linda illustrated the following points 
with tender stories from her own life:

TIME – The time we give to one another is 
our most precious gift.  Visualize today’s most 

Soul Tending:
                  Spirituality for Everyday Life

2017  
Spiritual 
Retreat

Prayer tree with 
prayers written by 
attendees, and 
hung on the tree 
branches.
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Mission Link
is published quarterly by
EL CAMINO REAL DISTRICT 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
<www.elcaminorealumw.org>
Wesley United Methodist Church
Attn: Sally Wenzel, President 
 El Camino Real District UMW
566 North Fifth Street, San Jose, Ca 95112

PURPOSE
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpoSe is to 
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the church.

Tips from the Treasurer
God is good. . . All the Time!  
You have given to the Legacy of United Methodist Women for future genera-

tions through special offerings at our events.  So far this year, you have given 
$2,498 to the Legacy Fund channeled through El Camino Real District.  
Remittance form tips
In the future, please do not remit to the World Communion Scholarship or  
Magazine Fund listed under Designated Gifts on the remittance form.  I learned 
of this change at a training event I attended led by the UMW National Office. 
These two designations are still printed on the Remittance Form found on <www.
unitedmethodistwomen.org>, but please disregard them.  If you do not have  
a current remittance form, please download one from our website, or request 
one from me.
Your unit can be a Five Star Unit!
Be sure to take the opportunity to have your local unit recognized as a Five Star 
unit.  For a $60 donation you can be a Five Star giver by dividing your gift on 
the remittance form as follows:

 Pledge to Mission ............................ $ 5.00
 Special Mission Recognition (pin) . $40.00
 Gift to Mission (cards) .................... $ 5.00
 Gift in Memory ............................... $ 5.00
 World Thank Offering ..................... $ 5.00
When giving to Special Mission Recognition and Gift to Mission, remember 

to send the pin order form and Gift to Mission order form to tell me what cards 
you would like me to send to you.  If you do not need a pin or cards, it would be 
helpful if you would indicate “none needed” on the remittance form.
Annual financial reviews recommended
Each unit should have an audit or financial review each year.  You may already 
be submitting your information when your church has its annual audit.  If not, 
a financial review can be done by an accountant with a four-year accounting  
degree. You may have someone in your church that can help you with this.  Please 
send a copy of your review to me when completed.  Please contact me for any 
help needed.

To contact any District Team member, send an 
email to <www.elcaminorealumw.org>. Please 
include on the subject line, the Team member to 
whom your message should be directed.

2017 District Team
PRESIDENT: SALLY WENZEL

VICE PRESIDENT: K STONE

TREASURER: SHARON DAVIS 

SECRETARY: KAREN RAY

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR:  
WANDA GARRETT

SECRETARY OF PROGRAM RESOURCES: 
TBD

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR: WANDA GARRETT

 MISSION COORDINATORS

SPIRITUAL GROWTH: SANDRA NESHEIM

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH: 
MELESA TAUMOEPEAU

SOCIAL ACTION: PAT FARROW

EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION: 
RHONDA CANALE

 COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

CHAIRPERSON: PATRICIA MADSEN
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Connie Hunter, Toilea Ahio, Kathy Takeda, Dee 
Anne Paron, Elizabeth Antolin
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Notes            .from the President

Happy Easter!

I sit here writing to all of you while I enjoy the beautiful 
flowers and rich green plants (weeds) that are growing in 
my back yard thanks to the bountiful rain we had this winter.  

Thank you God! 
A couple of weekends ago we held our weekend spiritual 

retreat at Mission Springs in Scotts Valley, CA. What a beauti-
ful weekend inside and outside of the Worship Center!  God’s 
greatness was felt all around us.  The Rev. Linda Holbrook led 
us through the weekend looking at how we are “tending our 
souls.”  Next year’s retreat date has already been set, for March 
16 – 18, 2018.

In February we held two leadership events.  I hope you were 
able to attend one of these.  Rev. Kristie Olah, former District 
Superintendent for El Camino Real, was our guest speaker at 
both events.

June 24th is the date for the Conference UMW Annual Break-
fast.  It starts at 7:00am at Fale Hufanga UMC in San Carlos. 
Photographer and speaker extraordinaire Rev. Paul Jeffrey is 
the guest speaker that morning. For those of you that will be  
attending Annual Conference that week, there will be a bus again 
this year that will take you from the Hyatt in Burlingame to the 
church and back to the hotel after breakfast.

Mission u events are coming up this summer during July and 
August, and I hope you will find a time to go to one of them.  
Do you know any women between the ages of 12-25?  These 
young women can go to Mission u for free.  Not sure if you can 
afford to go? Scholarships are available. Registration forms and 
scholarship forms are available on our website. Check it out!

On October 21, the Conference UMW is holding their Annual 
Celebration at Loomis UMC.  They will be looking for your 
stories as part of the celebration that day.  Your UMW, faith 
life, or any story you would like to share is welcome.  More 
information will be coming on this soon.

On October 28, we will have our District Annual Celebration 
at Fremont St. Paul UMC, where we will celebrate the wonder-
ful things that have been going on in our district, and recognize 
participation in Five Star Giving, Mission Today, the Reading 
Program, and the Charter for Racial Justice. 

Think ahead for Assembly 2018! From May 18th - 20th we 
will be in Columbus, Ohio, for the 19th Quadrennial  Assembly 
of United Methodist Women. The theme is The Power of Bold.

Hope to catch up with you at one or all of these events!

Blessings,
Sally Wenzel, President 

El Camino Real District UMW

The Nominations Committee has been working 
on a slate of District officers for next year 
2018.  The list needs to be ready to present at 

the District Annual Celebration meeting in October. 
Our committee has met by conference call,  

e-mails, and twice in person - once over dinner at 
Panera and the other time at the Mission Springs 
Retreat. All meetings were convenient and we 
worked well together. 

We are still interviewing for the positions in 
2018 of:

* Vice-President 
* Mission Coordinator for Social Action
* Communication Coordinator
* Secretary of Program Resources
* Nominations Committee Members
If you are interested or know of someone who 

might be interested in serving on the El Camino 
Real District Team in one of these positions, please 
let me know.

Aloha, 
Patricia Madsen, Chair

Committee on Nominations
<pamadsen@hotmail.com>  408/289-1989

Nominations Committee 
working to fill many roles



Mission Link    December 2016Page 4

By GAile PAtton, First UmC sAlinAs

In October 2012, a handful of interested First UMC 
Salinas women, with the support of Pastor Jim  
Luther and a few women who had been instrumental 

in starting a prayer shawl ministry at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Salinas, held a meeting to determine several 
matters for a new Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Some of 
the topics were:  Finding recipients; How yarn would 
be purchased; Who would supply it, buy it, and keep 
it stocked; How would the shawls be packaged and 
who would do it; Where would finished ones be kept; 
Who would deliver them; What name would we give 
group; and last, but not least, When would we meet, 
how often, and where?  

As we brainstormed answers it became apparent 
there was a calling in the hearts of all the women to 
provide something tangible to those in need of prayer, 
whether for reasons of illness, surgery, grief, or hard 

Prayer Shawl Ministry

times.  But they were also just as 
appropriate in times of celebration 
such as weddings, births, reaching 
90 or 100 years old or any year to 
celebrate! 

The answers to some of the 
questions have been flexible over 
our four+ year history.  There are 
no ‘wrong’ answers! Anyone can 
present a prayer shawl, unwrapped, 
in gift bag with tissue, or by mail.  
We’ve changed where we store 
supplies, as well as when we meet.  
Ladies come and go.  The saddest 
was sudden death of our A#1 knitter 
and knitting teacher, church organ-
ist and oboe player Jane Orzel - her 
absence is still felt, but we continue 
with the ministry.  

The dedication of the stitchers to 
make shawls and scarves of beauty 
to bring hope and joy, light, and 
love to others has never wavered.  
We still meet twice a month: one 
evening for two hours, and one 
Saturday for two hours.  We have 

mostly ladies, but did have a 
man. Men are welcome; knit-
ters and crocheters of all skill 
levels are encouraged. We 
have ladies who can teach, 
patterns, and yarn is never a 

problem!  
Many people have yarn to donate, or it can be found 

at yard sales, thrift stores, and rummage sales.  Our big-
gest score was an estate sale, where one of our members 
bought someone’s life stash of yarn and projects for a 
song!  We are still using it years later with no end in 
sight.  It takes approximately four skeins (500-600yds) 
for a lady’s shawl.  

Shawls are delivered across the U.S.A., and locally 
to skilled nursing homes, a rehabilitation facility, ECR  
District UMW events three times, and a battered 
women’s shelter. Shawls even made their way to the 
Philippines twice on mission trips with church members.  
When we began delivering to our local Veteran’s Tran-
sition Center they asked about something for men, so 
the ministry began knitting/crocheting prayer scarves.  

On the First Sunday of every month, each newly 

Above: Prayer 
Shawls and 

Scarves on the 
altar at First 

UMC Salinas 
are blessed by 

the congregation 
before being given 

to people being 
held in prayer. 

Local 
Unit 

News



United Methodist Women, El Camino Real District Page 5

United Methodist Women, Matthew 22 says 
it all. We are united in the pursuit of justice 
for all our neighbors, as Jesus commanded. 

Among the 88 Local Units of UMW 
in our district, we are dedicated to 
educating ourselves and others, just 
who our neighbors are and why we 
should love them all.
Personal stories of Black 
history
At Willow Glen UMW in San Jose, 
there was an event to celebrate 
Black History Month in February. In 
this mostly white congregation are 
several black members, and UMW 
saw an opportunity to educate its 

white members about the life of a young man of color 
growing up in the Midwest. 

Anthony Stone, who is an engineer, was asked to 
speak to the congregation about his experiences growing 
up and as an adult in America.  About 40 people attended 
the event, which was held after a Sunday service. Mr. 
Stone gave his history and present day experiences of 
being black in America. He is a well-dressed, educated 
man, who has been stopped by police in his car, called 
names, and while in college constantly reminded of his 

37 Jesus replied: 
“‘Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all 

your mind.’ 38 This is  
the first and greatest  

commandment.  
39 And the second is like 

it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’” 

Matthew 22:37-39

color. Education is one way to combat prejudice, and 
nobody does it better than United Methodist Women.
MigraWatch supports undocumented residents
Woodside Road United Methodist Women in Redwood 
City is a member of Faith in Action (formerly Peninsula 
Interfaith Action), a federation of multi-faith congrega-
tions in San Francisco, San Mateo, and northern Santa 
Clara counties, which addresses social justice issues. 

Most recently, Faith in Action, through a partnership 
with Pangea Legal Services and the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco, has launched MigraWatch and trained over 
1,000 volunteer residents in this area about ways they 
can support undocumented residents. A text messaging 
system alerts those of us who are part of this movement 
about when we can support, witness, and document the 
attempted arrest of undocumented residents, including 
parents of small children.  

These volunteers do not break any laws. Instead 
they show up, listen, watch, and take notes or videotape 
such ICE activities.  Faith in Action also provides other 
services such as legal counsel to tell undocumented 
immigrants about their rights.  
What’s your unit’s Social Action story?
As Social Action Coordinator for the El Camino Real 
District, I hope to hear from all the Local Units about 
their activities in pursuit of Social Justice.

Social Action                            .
pat Farrow, MiSSion coorDinator For Social action

completed Prayer Shawl/Scarf is placed on the altar. 
After Communion is served, each is blessed with a 
special prayer while in the pews spread on the laps 
of our First UMC congregation.  After being blessed, 
a cross charm is sewn on it and a card attached that 
is signed by members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry.  
The members of Prayer Shawl Ministry have a special 
gathering opening and closing prayer too.

It’s not about the numbers, it’s about the lives the 
shawls and scarves have touched.  When you read the 
thank you notes or have someone tell you the “miracle” 
story of the comfort and healing their loved one’s 
shawl brought, it’s another opportunity to say “God 

is good!” If you are interested in 
a similar ministry, here are some 
resources we found very helpful:  
<http://www.shawlministry.com>   
describes the original prayer shawl 
ministry, and <http://www.lion-
brand.com/>  has shawl patterns.

Prayer Shawls and 
Scarves have a cross 

charm and a card 
signed by members of 
the First UMC Salinas 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

team.
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that rubber tree plant.
The  Ret rea t ’s 

“show and tell” table 
held custom candles, 
pine needle baskets, 
prayer shawls, and 
art work. 

Of course, our 
group singing was 
also a highlight. The 
music selected and 
the spirited piano  
accompaniment add-
ed to our enjoyment 
and to the tone of the weekend. The weather was 
perfect, too!

Social Action Event encourages  
advocacy for the vulnerable

2017  
Social Action 

Event

By FrAn WAlsH, WAlnUt Creek UmW

The California Nevada Conference annual  
Social Action Event was held in Carson City 
on March 18, 2017 with the theme: UMW:  

Lobbying for Women and Their Children. This 
was the first time this event was held in Nevada 
and the location was especially appropriate  
because this is the one year out of every four 
years that the Nevada Legislature meets. 

Rosie Bachand, Mission Coordinator for 
Social Action, led the meeting and Rev. Dixie 
Jennings-Teats and Rev Robert Jennings-Teats, 
pastors of Carson City First United Methodist 

Church, gave the blessing.  Years of planning and the 
work of many made this well-attended event very 
successful.  The program was both educational and 
inspirational.  It gave us practical ideas and tools to 
take home to advocate for ourselves, our children, and 
the most vulnerable women and children.

The first two speakers highlighted the many seri-
ous issues and challenges facing Nevada women and 
children, the methods used to promote progressive 
legislation, and stories of success and continuing chal-
lenge.  Sheila Leslie was previously a member of the 
Nevada State Assembly and is currently the Behav-
ioral Program Coordinator for Washoe County.  Elisa 
Cafferata is Director of Government Relations with 

Nevada Advocates for Planned Parenthood Affiliates.   
Both speakers used their past experience to show us 
how advocacy works at the local level, explained the 
history of issues, and brought us up to date on current 
issues and actions to address them.

Susie Johnson came from the UMW National  
Office and is the UMW Executive for Public Policy 
and the leader of the Human Trafficking Initiative.  She 
spoke of her work on the national level and emphasized 
that we must not be afraid to speak loudly to those in 
power; and gave us tools, ideas, and phone numbers to 
do just that.  She encouraged us to sign up for Action 
Alerts and to take action because these are issues where 
change is possible.  She acknowledged we are in a very 
difficult time with many critical issues needing our  
attention and action.  Choose one or two issues we are 
passionate about, become an expert, and take action not 
just tomorrow when we are inspired and energized, but 
next week, next month, and next year. Become the “Oh, 
it’s Susie Johnson from UMW calling again” advocate. 

Lobbying is not a dirty word.  It is explaining our 
needs and wants and advocating for our values to those 
who have the power to fulfill those needs.  It is educat-
ing about our concerns and asking for action to address 
those concerns.  During our afternoon break we lobbied 
by writing letters to our elected representatives, turning 
the day’s education and inspiration into action.

and be grateful for those memories.
PASSION – Identify your  

passion.  You are free to say “no” 
to God’s calling, but God will most 
likely continue to call.  Consult with 
three good but impartial friends 
while considering your calling.

As always, the talent show and 
talent displays were a delight. Three 
graceful belly dancers performed for 
us, then gave us dancing lessons.

The Almaden Hills women sang 
“16, Going on 17” from The Sound of 
Music, and then modified the words 
to “We are 60, going on 70 ...”

In a skit, the Old Geezer bought 

Mission Springs Retreat  continued from page 1

from a snake oil seller an elixir 
that could restore taste, memory, 
and eyesight.  But it was all a clever 
trick!

The Hollister women began 
their Bible study with “The Lord’s 
Prayer,” and were stunned when God 
replied (off stage) to every request.  
(“You might lay off some of that 
daily bread,” was one suggestion.)

A poem was recited called “The 
Dog That Saved My Life.”

Good Samaritan UMW’s skit 
was a take-off on “Soul Tending” 
called “Soil Tending” and included 
two ants with high hopes that moved 

Pastor Linda Holbrook led the 
group on an exploration of our 
soul’s journey.

Page 6
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By Bonnie Home, AlmAden Hills 
United metHodist CHUrCH

The United Methodist Women who gathered 
at Salinas First United Methodist Church on  
February 4th and Castro Valley UMC on  

February 11th were treated to a morning of practical 
and inspiring leadership training sessions, begin-
ning with Rev. Kristie Olah’s talk and slide show.   
“Leading from the Heart” was not just a pretty title 
for her presentation.  It was the focus of her message.  

We are the best, the strongest, and the most joyful 
when we lead from our strengths and our passions.  Her 
audience took a few minutes to take a survey of their 
strengths, to see in which areas they were strongest.  
Some people were strong in more than one area.  The 
areas were:
– Influencing   (speaking up and taking charge; 

wanting to excel)
– Strategic Thinking  (dreaming what could be; 

analyzing the facts)
– Executing   (turning an idea into a reality;  

knowing how to get things done)
– Relationship Building   (making connections; 

acting as the glue holding the group together)
Our speaker loves baseball and used as an example 

the leadership shown by Chicago Cubs team members 
during a rain delay to inspire their teammates to win 
the World Series.  

We are all leaders at some time.  Not everyone has 
to be a leader though.  
It’s the “worker bees” 
who actually carry out 
the vision of the group, 
and the work should not 
fall only on one of those 
“bees.”  

To help discern when 
your unit or members 
of your unit are leading 
from their heart, use 

Leadership Training Event * February 4 and 11

 

Leading from the Heart

Women take the opportunity to network at the District United 
Methodist Women Leadership Training Event at Salinas First 
UMC.  (Left to right) Bonnie Home, K Stone, Debbie Ow, and 
Rev. Kristie Olah.

“Appreciative Inquiry” and ask, “When has our unit 
worked together at its best to make a difference in our 
community or world, or to strengthen connections 
with one another?”  Reinforce those activities – they 
are life giving.

Several attendees at the Salinas event were Spanish 
speakers, and a translator was kept busy filling them in 
on the morning’s talks.  It is the heart’s desire of UMW 
District President Sally Wenzel to identify District  
Language Coordinators for the various languages  
spoken by our United Methodist Women members.   

The event’s offering benefitted the UMW Legacy 
Fund, which is an enduring endowment begun in 
honor of the organization’s 150th anniversary coming 
up in 2019.

Women of all ages 
and backgrounds 
join in song at the 
District United 
Methodist Women 
Leadership 
Training Event at 
Salinas First UMC. 
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Mission Link    December 2016Page 8

	  

Message	  from	  the	  
Mission	  u	  

Co-‐Deans	  2017	  
	  

Rosie	  Kumar	  
&	  

Judy	  Church	   	  
The	   Woman’s	   Home	   Society	   of	   the	   Methodist	   Episcopal	   Church	   initiated	   schools	   of	  
Christian	  Mission	   in	   the	   early	   1900s.	   Through	   the	   century,	   the	   program	   has	   grown	   and	  
today	  Mission	  u	  is	  one	  of	  the	  KEY	  programs	  for	  the	  United	  Methodist	  Women.	  
	  
The	  purpose	  of	  Mission	  u	  is	  to	  provide	  opportunities	  for	  persons	  to	  grow	  in	  understanding	  
of	  the	  mission	  of	  the	  church	  in	  the	  current	  world	  context,	  it	  will:	  

• Give	   particular	   attention	   to	   the	   responsibility	   of	   women	   in	   the	   fulfillment	   of	   the	  
mission	  

• Strengthen	  the	  leadership	  and	  the	  membership	  of	  the	  United	  Methodist	  Women	  
• Initiate	   opportunities	   for	   spiritual	   and	   educational	   experiences,	   especially	   in	  

preparation	  for	  the	  leadership	  roles	  in	  the	  organization,	  the	  church	  and	  the	  world.	  
	  

The	   United	   Methodist	  Women	   National	   Office	   affirms	   the	   value	   of	   Mission	   u	   for	   United	  
Methodist	  Women	  and	  the	  whole	  church.	  One	  does	  not	  have	  to	  be	  a	  member	  of	  the	  United	  
Methodist	  Women	   to	  attend	  an	  event.	  We	  are	  especially	  excited	  about	   the	   “Unstoppable”	  
Youth	  Event	  that	  is	  geared	  towards	  engaging	  young	  woman	  between	  the	  ages	  of	  (12	  to	  25)	  
to	  participate	  this	  year.	  Please	  share	  this	  message	  with	  the	  Youth	  Directors	  in	  your	  church.	  
(See	  related	  article	  in	  this	  issue	  of	  Mission	  Link.)	  	  
	  
3	  different	  Mission	  u	  Events	  are	  scheduled	  for	  2017	  as	  listed	  below:	  
3	  day	  weekend	  Event	  at	  the	  Carson	  Valley	  UMC	  in	  Gardnerville,	  NV,	  July	  28	  -‐	  30,	  2017	  
1	  and	  a	  ½	  day	  Event	  at	  Asbury	  UMC	  in	  Livermore,	  CA,	  August	  11	  -‐	  12,	  2017	  
1	  day	  Event	  at	  First	  UMC	  of	  Palo	  Alto,	  CA,	  August	  26,	  2017	  
	  
This	  year’s	  studies	  are	  as	  follows:	  

• Spiritual	  Growth	  –	  “Living	  as	  a	  covenant	  community”	  led	  by	  Cynthia	  Stateman	  
• Geographical	   –	   Missionary	   Conferences	   of	   the	   United	   Methodist	   Church	   in	   the	  

United	  States	  led	  by	  Carol	  Partridge	  
• Social	  Action	  –	  Climate	  Justice:	  Call	  to	  Hope	  and	  Action	  led	  by	  Rev.	  Sharon	  Delgado	  
• Supplemental	  Study	  –	  The	  Bible	  and	  Human	  Sexuality	  led	  by	  JoAnn	  Lawson	  	  
• In	   Mission	   Together	   –	   A	   Youth	   Study	   on	   Mission	   Conferences	   led	   by	   Beth	  

Cademartori	  
	  	  
Note:	  Gardnerville	  and	  Livermore	  Events	  will	  also	  include	  a	  “Show	  off	  Your	  Talents”	  
program,	  so	  start	  planning	  your	  acts	  now!	  
	  
Please	  pass	  the	  word	  around	  and	  get	  ready	  to	  join	  in	  the	  fun	  and	  excitement	  of	  this	  year’s	  
events.	  	  
To	  obtain	  registration	  forms	  and	  more	  information	  about	  the	  studies,	  please	  go	  to	  Mission	  
u	  online	  at	  http://canvunitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-‐u.html	  .	  
Shalom,	  Rosie	  &	  Judy	  
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What is Mission u Unstoppable! 
Invite	  young	  women	  you	  know	  (ages	  12-‐25)	  for	  a	  time	  of:	  

• Worship	  
• Daring	  to	  impact	  the	  changing	  world	  
• Finding	  a	  voice	  in	  song	  and	  study	  
• Building	  Friendships	  
• Creative	  expression	  and	  mission	  adventure	  
• Prayer	  

	  
Mission u Unstoppable! offers young women a fresh response to face faith in ways that 
fits their styles and needs. It’s a very hands-on experience that deals with issues that 
young women are passionate about and empowers them to make decisions for their 
group. No United Methodist affiliation is required. Invite a neighbor, friend or family 
member! 
 
The youth study – In Mission Together: A Youth Study on Missionary Conferences – will 
be led by Maya Parmar. Times throughout the day or overnight experience will focus on 
values of friendship, mission, and personal spiritual growth. 
 
There is no cost for this adventure. Go green!! Everyone brings her own water bottle or 
mug. Those spending the night(s) will need to bring sleeping bag, towel/soap and 
personal articles for overnight stay in the church facility. Youth 12-17 must provide 
parent authorization information provided on reverse of registration form. 
 
Sites and dates: 

• July 28-30, Carson Valley UMC,	  1375 Centerville Ln.,  Gardnerville, NV 
• August 11-12, Asbury UMC, 4743 East Ave., Livermore, CA 
• August 26, Palo Alto First UMC, 625 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto, CA 

 
For more information,	   contact co-deans Rosie Kumar (kumarrosie9@gmail.com) and 
Judy Church (juchur2@aol.com).  
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California-Nevada Annual Conference UMW 
Mission u

Saturday July 28-30, 2017 
Carson Valley UMC, Gardnerville, Nevada

See Events & News at <www.elcaminorealumw.org>
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California-Nevada Annual Conference UMW 
Mission u

Saturday August 11-12 2017 
Asbury UMC, Livermore, CA

See Events & News at <www.elcaminorealumw.org>
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California-Nevada Annual Conference UMW 
Mission u

Saturday August 26, 2017 
Palo Alto First UMC, Palo Alto, CA

See Events & News at <www.elcaminorealumw.org>
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California-Nevada Annual Conference UMW 
Mission u Scholarship Application form

See Events & News at <www.elcaminorealumw.org>
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California-Nevada Annual Conference UMW 
Annual Conference UMW Breakfast

Saturday June 24, 2017 
Fale Hufanga Tongan UMC, San Carlos, CA

See Events & News at <www.elcaminorealumw.org>
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Save the date: Saturday, October 28!
Our Annual Celebration is the day that we 

gather from around our district to celebrate the 
work we have done over the past year and to elect 

district officers and 
establish a budget 
for the year ahead.  
We worship and 

sing – and we seize the opportunity 
to learn.  This year we will hold our Annual Celebra-
tion at St. Paul UMC in Fremont.  Because there is a 
mosque next door to this church, and because there is 
lots we have to learn about the Muslim religion, we 
are planning a program that will empower each of us 
to be bridge builders in our community, to bridge the 
fear of those whose faith is different than ours, and to 
be voices for inclusivity.

To power our celebration, we will need the follow-
ing information from each of the local UMW groups 
by September 1st:

Mission Today – for information about  

Please save the date and put this annual event 
on your calendar now: Saturday, October 21.
The theme of this event is: Storytelling.

The keynote speaker is: Linda Kennedy, Storyteller 
Extraordinaire.

Linda will take 
our stories and 

weave a new story 
showing our many connections, the 

things we share, our commonality. 
It sounds like a wonderfully creative and fun way to 

bring us together across whatever differences might be 
separating us – to draw the cord, that binds us together, 
even more snugly.

Linda needs your stories. It can be a paragraph, 
a couple of sentences or a full page.  It can be about 
anything – it could be about a family experience, 
something that happened at work one day, an ah-ha 
moment in your faith journey, a fantastic vacation. You 
need not fear.  Your story will not be shared during the 
Annual Celebration – but you might hear snippets of 
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it in the story Linda creates.
So take a few minutes to write a story and then 

send it to Pat Lawrence, VP of the CA-NV Conference  
UMW via email at <plawrence0407@att.net>  
or snail mail to 1750 Trail Creek Way, Reno, NV 
89523.  Pat would like to receive our stories no later 
than July 15th.

There will be workshops in the afternoon includ-
ing one on ‘Navigating Your Computer’ that will 
empower you to engage the information on the web, 
especially information about UMW; Derrick Rainbow 
will lead a workshop on ‘Native American Worship;’ 
Linda Kennedy will lead a writing workshop, so that 
we can preserve our family stories by capturing them 
in writing; and there will be a workshop on being a 
‘Volunteer In Mission’ team leader.

The Annual Celebration is always a joyful event – 
gathering with our sisters from across the Conference, 
making beautiful music, participating in worship, 
learning and celebrating.  Please plan to come!

Mission Today, go to <elcaminorealumw.
org/?page_id=63>. Which of the criteria has your  
local group checked off? .

Charter for Racial Justice – a paragraph or two about 
something your local group did to promote racial justice;

Five Star Unit - to be recognized as a ‘Five Star 
Unit,’ be sure to give to all five channels of undesig-
nated giving by September 1st; 

Reading Program – please submit a list of the women 
who have read books from the Reading Program, and 
the books that each has read;

Saints who have gone on before us – please submit 
a list of the members who have passed away since our 
2016 Annual Celebration so that we can remember 
and celebrate them.

The flyer and registration form will be in the 
next issue of the Mission Link and available 
on our El Camino Real District UMW website  
< http://elcaminorealumw.org>.

We look forward to a wonderful celebration  
with you!

Saturday, October 21
Loomis UMC, Loomis, CA

Saturday, October 28
St.Paul UMC, Fremont, CA

___________
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UMW CALENDAR 2017

UMW Breakfast: CA/NV Annual Conference 
Saturday, June 24, 7:00am 

Fale Hufanga UMC, San Carlos
 Speaker: Missionary Paul Jeffrey 
  Sr.Correspondent for Response
 June 19: Registration deadline

Mission u Events
 July 28-30: Carson Valley UMC, Gardnerville,NV
 Aug 11-12: Asbury UMC, Livermore,CA
 Aug 26: First UMC, Palo Alto,CA

Local Unit Reports due  
to El Camino Real District UMW 

September 1

California Nevada Conference UMW 
Annual Celebration 

October 21 
Loomis UMC, Loomis, CA

 Speaker: Linda Kennedy, Storyteller Extraordinaire
 Theme: Storytelling

El Camino Real District UMW 
Annual Celebration 

October 28 
St. Paul UMC, Fremont, CA

2018
El Camino Real District UMW 

Weekend Spiritual Retreat 
March 16 - 18, 2018 

Mission Springs Conference Center, Scotts Valley

REGISTRATION
Registration and scholarship forms enclosed, or  
register online at <http://canvunitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-u.html>

El Camino Real District UMW website 
<www.elcaminorealumw.org>

2017 Mission u 
Learning Together  
for the Transformation of the World

2017 MISSION STUDIES
 Spiritual Growth:  

Living as a Covenant Community 
Led by Cynthia Stateman

 Geographical: 
Missionary Conferences of the United  
Methodist Church in the United States 
Led by Carol Partridge

 Social Action: 
Climate Justice: Call to Hope and Action 
Led by Rev. Sharon Delgado

 Supplemental Study: 
The Bible and Human Sexuality 
Led by JoAnn Lawson

 In Mission Together: 
A Youth Study on Mission Conferences 
Led by Maya Parmar

WEEKEND SESSION
July 28 - 30 (Fri-Sun)
Carson Valley UMC,  

Gardnerville, NV
Register by July 10, 2017

ONE & HALF DAY SESSION
August 11-12 (Fri-Sat)
Asbury UMC, Livermore, CA 

Register by July 11, 2017

ONE DAY SESSION
August 26 (Saturday)
First UMC, Palo Alto, CA 

Register by August 13, 2017


